eanrs 
ys 
: co 


By: Nel 
i Mag 


‘ % 
vy (Dente 
st 


Aye 
Ri 
a 
“ hese 
te: 
MK 


me 


S 


Shii Yagya Dutt Sharma, 
and 


Governor of Orissa address; the National Conterence 
minar on National Integration organised by th Samaj and 
Sansthan at Soochana Bhawan Bhubaneswa, March 14 1997. 


ORISSA REVIEW 


Vol. XLVII No. 9 
APRIL, 1991 


Address of Shri Yagya Dutt Sharma, 
Governor of Orissa to the Orissa 
Legislative Assembly, 

February 19, 1991 


Editorial Board 


SHRI T. N. MOHAPATRA 
Director, |. & P.R., Orissa 


Growth of Oriya Nationalism and the 
Formation of The Province of Orissa 


DR. JITENDRA NARAYAN PATNAIK 


ee Maharaja Shri Krushna Chandra 


Gajapati : An Architect of the’ 
ce New Orissa 


Dr. Jagannath Mohanty 


SHRI BIBEKANANDA BISWAL 
Asst. Editor 


) Orissa : The Cradle of Buddhism 
Er. Raghunath Patra 


The “Orissa Review aims at ; ‘ ; 
disseminating knowledge #5) Ajodhya : A Buddhist Site of Orissa 
Shri Ganeswar Nayak 


and _ information concerning 
Orissa's socio-economic 


development, art and Pe ' 3 . 1 
culture. Views, _ records, & Social Forestry Project in Orissa 


statistics and information 3 a 
published in the Orissa o Ajit Bharthuar 


Review are not necessarily 
those of the Government of 
Orissa. 


# Dryland Agriculture in Orissa State 
‘ U.N. Dikshit 


One Rupee/Copy ‘ : 
Ten Rupees/Yearly Atibadi Jagannath Dasa : 
& Public Ba The Saint-Poet of Orissa 
Published by the Information 'ublic 
Relations Deparimenl Government o} Indu Bhusan Kar 
Orissa, | Bhubaneswar-751001 __ ani 

Printed at Orissa Government Press 


Cuttack-753010, : Mahendra—The Holy Seat of 


© Khemundi 


Dr. Harihar Kanungo 
Type setting : 


Phototype Setting Process The Rulers of Talcher 


Debi Prasad Mishra 


Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan ~ 


19 


28 


31 


35 


39 


43 


46 


50 


weenta 
WIT WHAT 


PRESIDENT MESSAGE 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA 


The creation of the Province of Orissa on 
April 1, 1936, confirmed, geopolitically, what was already an 
established facet of India's heritage. It is appropriate 
that the anniversary of that event be utilised not just to 
commemorate a particular date, but to re-live the epic 
sequences that have made Orissa and her people so valuable a 
part of the Indian civilisation. i 


Orissa contributed to the tapestry of the freedom 
movement, with Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das weaving a 
golden strand into it. His autobiography, authored during 
his political incarceration, stirred the whole country, while 
his self-denyifg devotion to the poor people of Orissa 
culminating in premature death, has become a veritable 


legend of our times. Other sons and daughters of Orissa 
like the great patriot Madhusuden Das, Biswanath Das, 
Nabakrushna Choudhury, Manomohan Choudhury, Harekrushna 


Mahtab, Rama Devi and Malathi Devi have each contributed to 
the nation's renaissance. 

If Orissa is famed for ancient architecture and 
cultural mores, its modern 'temples' and accomplishments 
have also been formidable. Orissa's mineral and marine 
resources have led to the setting up of the Steel Plant at 
Rourkela, the Power and Aluminium Plants at Talcher, the 
Fertilizer Plant and Port at. Paradip, the Hirakund Power 


Project, to name a few. With many of these the Chief 
Minister of Orissa, Sri Biju Patnaik has been closely 
associated. 


With a continuous husbanding of its resources I am 
sure Orissa can emerge as one of the most developed States 
in the Country. 

On this happy, occasion, I extend my cordial 
Beuceuue (eal the people of Orissa and wish them every 
fulfilment. 


(Abin eee 


R. VENKATARAMAN 


New Delhi, 
March 26, 1991. 


VICE-PRESIDENT 
INDIA 
NEW DELHI 
March 26, 1991 


MESSAGE 


The people of the State of Orissa have enriched 
the national ethos by their invaluable contributions 
in the spheres of art and science and in the manifold 


tasks of national reconstruction. 


On the auspicious occasion of Orissa Day it 
gives me great pleasure to extend to the people of 
the State my greetings and best wishes for their 
continued success in the years and decades ahead. 


Ugo} els DOO 
(S. D. Sharma) 


PRIME MINISTER 
MESSAGE 


J felicitate the people of Orissa on the occasion of Orissa Day 


The contribution of the people of Orissa to our national life is a 
very important one. Over the centuries Orissa has developed a rich 
tradition of art and culture. Not only has this great tradition enriched the 
life of the people of Orissa it has also contributed to the enrichment of our 
national life. The progress made by the people of Origen ineaniote 


spheres of endeavour has imparted added strength to the country. 


Orissa Day celebrations are an occasion for the people of 
Orisga to draw renewed strength from their age old traditions and work 


for building a prosperous Orissa and a strong India. 


I send my best wishes to the people of Orissa for their bright 


and prosperous future. 


Gidihae. 


(Chandra Shekhar] 


New Delhi 
March 28, 1991 


Message of 

Shri Yagya Duft Sharma 
Governor of Orissa 

On the occasion of 

The Orissa Day : April 1, 1991 


+ 


day of April, 1936, during the colonial regime in the Indian subcontinent. 


Orissa as a politico-administrative unit came into being on the first 


This is a historical event, which we rejoice in remembrance 
every year. 


Orissa, however, is not a mere political unit; it isa cultural entity as 
well. The Cultural Orissa has a history of several centuries. Sarala Das, 
Jagannath Das, Jayadev, Viswanath Kaviraj, Upendra Bhanja, Baladev 
Rath, Bhima Bhoi and several others are the builders of the Cultural Orissa. 
In literature and art, sculpture and architecture, dance and music, 
spiritualism and overall vision. Orissa has a very rich heritage. 


We must be aware of this culture continuity of the Orissan spirit 
the formation of Orissa as an administrative unit in 1936. 
ember the valour and dedication of Surendra Sai and 
Buxi Jagabandhu, Subhas Bose and Madhusudan Das, Gopabandhu 
Das and his four peers in the making of Orissa. We must remember the 
freedom-fighter whose name History may not have recorded, but who 
contributed to the cause by his sacrifice and dedication. 


The spirit of quest and innovation, adventure and ascendance, 
creativity and development must be maintained, substained and 


while celebrating 
We must also rem 


expanded. 


On this memorable day | convey my greetings to each man and 


woman, each child, each admirer of Orissa. 


Message of 

Shri Biju Patnaik 

Chief Minister, Orissa 

On the occasion of 

The Orissa Day : April 1, 1991 


On the occasion of the Orissa Day on April 1, | convey my hearty 
greetings and good wishes to my dear brothers and sisters of Orissa. 


The First of April is a sacred and illustrious day in the history of 
Orissa. After long years of dismemberment, with its various parts lying 
under the administrative control of various provinces, Orissa emerged as 
a separate province on this day in 1936. The Oriya race will forever 
remember the great sacrifices of our distinguished predecessors in the 
cause of the formation of Orissa province. On this occasion, | offer my 
humble tributes to them as well as to those who have richly contributed to 
the growth of language. literature, dance, music, art, sculpture, science 


and technology in Orissa. 


one time the Oriya race was adventurous 
f Orissa had triumphed over vast areas that 
o the Godavari. The Oriya Sadhavas 
(merchants) had literally crossed the proverbial seven seas and thirteen 
rivers and had made Orissa prosperous through trade links with the far 
away lands of Java, Sumatra, Bali and Borneo. The Kalinga empire had 
vastly expanded and the Kalinga Culture had spread far and wide. 


Hundreds of ancient monuments that still survive today beer testimony to 
the glorious heritage of Orissa's art, architecture and sculpture. !* was on 
this land of Orissa that the cruel warrior Ashoka renounced the sword and 
took to the noble path of peace and non-violence. It was this land that 
inspired Ashoka to spread the message of peace to many countries of 
the world. The Jagannath Culture of Orissa is still held in high esteem all 
over the world for its eternal message of equality and universal 


brotherhood. 


History reveals that at 
and heroic. The brave Paiks © 
spread from the Ganga t 


despite abundant natural resources in the state, 
Orissa is reckoned today as one of the Backward andipenr sigiasierine 
Country. We have to radically change this situation and re-assert our 
sense of pride and glory inherent in the tradition of the Oriya race. 


Unfortunately, 


History tells us how, out of the debris of the Second World war, 
Japan and Germany have emerged, through hard work and 
perseverance, into the most powerful and Prosperous nations of the 
world. Our ancestors were adventurous, industrious and intelligent. Today 
we must give up all our narrow self-interests and mutual differences and 
consolidate the entire strength and resources of the state. 


On this sacred occasion, let us strive, with all our mind and heart, 
to resuscitate the past glory and 


Pride of Orissa. Let this be our solemn 
pledge on the occasion of the Orissa Day Celebrations. 


Bande Utkal Janani 


MICOS US LE ION IEEE rie Kn AEN 


Honourable Speaker and honourable Members; 


reat pleasure in extending a hearty 
ae +s you all to the 4th session of the 10th 
Assembly. | convey through you my greetings 
and best wishes to the people of Orissa. 


vashree Lochan Dangada_ Majhi, 
ieee Dhananjaya Mohanty, Satyabadi 
Nanda, Basudev Mohapatra and Muralidhar 
Kanungo, former Members of the House, are no 
more. | request you to kindly join me in expressing 
our deep sorrow in their sad demise and 
condolence to their families. 


3. Since the last session of the House, our 
State was visited by a natural calamity of severe 
magnitude in the first week of November when 
the district of Ganjam was affected by flash floods. 
The Government immediately took up relief and 
restoration measures On a war footing. Emergent 
relief was provided for 15 days to the affected 

eople. Inspite of serious resource constraints, all 
Pp ssible steps were taken to alleviate the distress of 
Le affected people. An amount of Rs. 22°68 crore 
has. been sanctioned so far for the relief and 
restoration measures in Ganjam. It has also been 
decided to sanction a further amount of Rs. 19°36 
crores. The Prime Minister visited the flood 
affected areas on 9th December, 1990. The Govern- 
ment of India deputed two Central teams for an on 
the spot assessment of the situation. My Govern- 
ment have requested Government of India to 
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he Ganjam flood aS a calamity of rare 
ee aa to Telease Spécial non-plan ote a 
Rs. 100 crores as the first instalment. The enue! 
Government have not yet approved this stele 
but have sanctioned Rs. 21:88 crores as on eceoun 
advance. Besides, an amount of 23°25 crores has 


been sanctioned by my Government as FDR grant 
to other districis. 


4. After the preliminar 
by the World Bank Team, 
Reconstruction Project” 


5. My Government has been Baying special 
“attention to the welfare of the Scheduled Tribes 
and Scheduled Castes. The Tribal Sub-plan and 


implemented 
Plan Outlay for 1991-92 
for the welfare of Sched 


Crores for Scheduled T 
S. 12 crores fo; Castes for Infrastructurs 
development works aq 


different anti- 


to Safeguarding the j 


Castes 
areas, 
in the 
the period 
authorised 


the Orissa Land Reforms Act was 

f ame 
last session Of this Assembly extending the 
of limitation to 30 years ; aS@s of Un 
Occupation of their land. 


6. To fulfil the lon fe| 
occupying Khasmahal and Nec) Reeds 
amended the Orissa Gove 
Act providing that e 
would be deemed to have bee 

F N settled 
Act. This amendment CUuld also Confer + 
ferable ard heritable tights On the tans- 
Gramakanth Parambok and Abadi i occupants of 


7. In the agriculture sector 
formulated for optimum Utilisation 
itrigation facilities, optimura dog OF fori 

ertili 
use of modern technology. es programa ) 
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to produce 69°6 lakh MT of rice during 1990-91 
indicating an increase of about 11°% over the last 
year’s production. The total foodgrain production 
for 1980-91 is 89:03 lakh tonnes and is being 
stepped up to 91:73 lakh tonnes for 1991-92. 
Development of fruits and vegetables in compact 
areas was also given greater aitention. Bana 
cultivation has also been taken up in 1,300 hectares. 
Minikits of improved seeds have been supplied 
free of cost to Tribals and Harijans to get them 
interested in fruit and vegetable cultivation. 
Krushak Jana Manchas have been formed in each 
Block with the local M.L.A. as Chairman and 
progressive farmers as members for integrated 
development of agriculture and participation of 
cultivators in the formulation of agricultural 
strategy. 


8. During 1990-91 my Government have imple- 
mented the Agriculture and Rural Debt Relief 
scheme on the pattern of the Government of India 
scheme and agricuitural loans up to Rs. 10,000 per 
beneficiary, have been waived. Out of that, relief 
to the extent of Rs. 192°5 crores has been given in 
the Co-operative Sector benefiting 12°33 lakh 
borrowers. Commercial Banks and Regional Rural 
Banks have granted relief to 8°99 lakh beneficiaries 
involving an amount of Rs. 201°41 crores. Thus, 
a total number of 21°32 lakh beneficiaries who 
had suffered two bad crop years during the relevant 
period have been benefitted through waiver of 
Rs. 393'91 crores of debts. 


9. By way of honouring its commitment to the 
people of Orissa, the State Government also have 
launched another scheme of debt relief to farmers 
and landless _ cultivators who had suffered one bad 
crop year during the period 1-4-1986 to 2-10-1989. 
This scheme came Into operation from 22-12-1990 
and debt relief to the extent of Rs. 38 crores will 
be given to about 1°78 lakh beneficiaries. Govern- 
ment have also decided that managerial subsidy 
wo.ld be provided from the year 1 991-92 with the 
object of revitalising Primary Agricultural Co-opera- 
tive Societies, Service Co-operative Societies and 
Land Development Banks. 


40. My Government took special measures for the 
supply and distribution of essential commodities. 
Rice and wheat are being supplied in the Tribal 
Sub-Plan areas of the State at specially subsidised 
rates. Inspite of the increases in issue price of 
rice and in the maximum consumer price fixed by 
Government of India for such areas, the State 
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rmment have-introduced a scheme ie eeep Y 
sek n rice at Rs. 2:00 per kg. to the an 
. renual ie differential cost is being borne Seeing 
Ste Government. This scheme is also he 
ereeaea to the very poor and destitutes living 
ae of the State. 


The scheme. is, therefore, a 
significant social welfare measure. 


. Ses a the 
. The State has _ significantly exceeded 

Pes pracurement of paddy and rice abrlng ihe 
Khariff season of 1989-92. In order to ensure be 
the farmers get the Support Price for rice a 5 
paddy of the prescribed specifications, see ! 
measures have been taken to step up and siream In 
procurement Operations. In additicn to colleetion 
of levy rice from the Miller Agents by the FCI the 
Orissa State Civil Supplies Corporation has also 
been entrusted with the responsibility of making 
Procurement either directly 
Agents during 


Y Of through non-Miller 
the current Khari 
bea safeguard agai 


ariff season, This will 
against farm i 
resort to distress paddy. The 
Procurement till no 


W has bee 
12. Increase Certain essential 

commodities, Particularly in the Prices of edible 

oil andpulses has been a matter of Serious concern 

for my Government. This State 

the bulk of its i 


’ however, imports 
Y requirement of thease commodities 
from outside. Tha olesale and retail prices of 
these co Modities withi 
to follow the i 


ee ave tended 

i saree ty the’ main Marketing 
e the State. Owever, the State Civil 
k Market intervention 

' Oil, Arhay D 

differant ti 


, » “al, Dun peas 
: Mes during the y 
a view to Producin 


ear with 
9 favourable iMpact en 
market Prices an . availability. | y a alae 
was able tO obtain InCreased allocation of 
one oil from Goy Ment of tng 
Months for increased distribu 
Distribution S Heat 


dia for several 

©n through the Public 

aA, O'Cement i as 

wasnt: ate ‘porous ehoarding Head 

Prevention Sea: i en ive Stention Under the 

| Supply of Ssential C, aeaoe Acenance of 
| also Tesorted to Nn several Occ ae 


-°S_ Act, 1980 was 
1 4SiOns. 
3. 7 | 
apprehengs ment the Gulf re 
ut Supp| Ss QO 
level till ,,?4ve 


Sicn created 
UM products, 
Eyal at the earlier 
situation demanded 
nent have teroleum Pioduct and my 
economise on Consume. Several Measures to 
°f Petrol an Petroleum 
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products, particularly in Government and Public 
Sectors. 

44. Out of the total cultivable area of 6559-00 
thousand hectares in the State it has been assessed 
that about 5900 thousand hectares can be brought 
under irrigation through different sources. Cut of 
590G thousand hectares, Major and Medium Irri- 
gation Sector alone éccounts for 3949-00 
thousand hectares. By end of 7th Pian, irrigation 
potentia! to the tune of 92743 thousand 
hectares khariff and 431°44 thousand hectares rabi 
has been created. Curing 8th Plan, it is proposed to 
create additional irrigation potential of 30068 
thousand hectares khariff and 194:15 thousand 
hectares Rabi. The major thrust areas are (a) 
compietion of ongoing projects, (b) adequate 


funding of externally aided projects and (c) 
providing irrigation on priority in tribal, econo- 
mically backward and drought prone areas of the 
State. The State Plan outlay for 1990-91 in respect 
of Major and Medium Irrigation Sector has been 
fixed at Rs. 177°54 crores with a target to 
create additional irrigation potential of 
35°63 thousand hectares khariff and 19:47 thousand 
hectares rabi. Three externally aided Major Projects 
twelve other Major/Multi- purpose Projects, 17 Med- 
ium Irrigation Projects anda two Modernisation 
Schemes spilled from 7th Plan are under execution. 
Besides, 3 Major Projects, 3 Medium Projects and 
14 Modernisation Schemes have also been funded. 
It has been programmed to complete Mahanadi 
Barrage Project, Mahanadi Delta under |. A. P., 
Sunei. Kanjhari, _Kansabahal, Bankabal, Ong 
Stage-1 and Upper Suktel Irrigation Project during 
1990-91. The tentative State Annual Plan Outlay 
in respect of Major and Medium Irrigation Sector 
for the year 1991-92 has been fixed at Rs. 250°50 
crores. It has been proposed to create additional 
irrigation potential of 17°59 thousand hectares 
khariff and 9°26 thousand hectares rabij during 
1991-92 which includes the targetted potential 
of two Central Sector Projects, namely, Potteru 


and Satiguda. 


45. In order to protect flood prone areas from 
flood damage and coastal lands from saline inun- 
dation it is proposed to spend Rs. 650 crores in 
1991-92 against the current year provision of 

Higher priority is accorded for 


Rs. 5:00 crores. ; ; 
saline embankments in the next year by increasing 


the provision. 
16. As on. 1-4-1990 there were 11,221 Lift 
Irrigation Projects In the State with a command 
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of 2°50 lakh hectares in khariff and 1°50 lakh 
Aediares in_rabi. it is expected to complete 954 
new L. |. Projects during 1990-91 to create addi- 
tional irrigation potential of 18,000 hectares. 
The target for 1991-92 is fixed at 1000 L. |. Points. 
My Government have taken a policy decision to 
waive electricity charges on L, |. poinis. 


committed to 
weaker sections 
Poverty line. Special 


other Poverty alleviation Programmes. A second 
dose of assistance would be 


available to those who 
were not able to cross the 


Provided under TRYSEM assistance to 
the rural youth of wie age Group 18 to 35 to enable 
t sel employment/wa € employ- 
mentin different trades, ae ep) 
18. Under the I grain Production 
Programme Which 'SIN Operation in 179 Blocks, 
wanes ia wong given to the installation of dug- 
‘ells, Shallow ty Pe-wells and ir iSati 
oadombae if ns nd their Energisation, 


© problem of , 
undeemployme: fe) unemployment and 


ell t o agricultura} labourer 
Perticularly in Slack S€@sons, the JRY footer 
With 80% Centr 


al assistance is being im lemented 

mma 000 wells under the Million Wells Scheme 

and 9,000 houses under Indir was Yojana will 
1997.99 with JRY funds. 


e 
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children, care and protection of street children 
and Juvenile Justice Services will be taken up 
during 1991-92. Maintenance grant for orphanages 
has been raised from Rs. 161/- to Rs. 266/- per 
child per month. Old age pension has been extended 
to small and marginal farmers and landless 
agricultural labourers who are 60 years or older 
and to poor widows irrespective of their age. The 
rate of old age pension has also been raised 
from Rs. 60/- to Rs. 100/- per month. There is 
provision for schemes for the maintenance of 
physically handicapped and mentally retarded 
children, training and rehabilitation of handicapped, 
self-employment for disabled persons, scholarship 
and stipend for disabled students, training of 
teachers for the blind and disabled, disability 
pension and supply of special appliances eic. 
during 1991-92. 


20. Rural water-supply is being given greater 
attention. Out of 46,553 inhabited revenue villages 
in the State, as per 1981 census, 42,221 villages 
have been identified as problem villages for the 
purpose of availability of drinking water. By the 
end of 7th Plan, tube-wells have been installed in 
40,901 of these identified problem villages leaving 
1,320 ‘‘no source” problem villages as on 1-4-1990. 
It is proposed to covel these 1,320 “N,” category 
villages during 1990-91. During 1991-92 it is 
proposed to provide 10,126 tube-wells, 52 rural 

iped water-supply schemes and 142 rural 


sanitation units. 


21. Forests play an important role in the 
economy and ecology of the State. But the real 
forest area is decreasing day by day due to 
biotic pressure. The main task, therefore, is 
to protect the existing forest wealth from biotic 
interference as well as to bring new areas and 
degraded forests under effective forest cover 
by launching a massive afforestation pro- 
gramme. With this ebject in view the ban on tree 
felling in forests which was imposed in the districts 
of Kalahandi, Phulbani and Bolangir since October, 
4988 has been extended to the districis of Koraput 
and Ganjam from 1-10-1890. it has been decided 
to assign the peripheral reserved and protected 
forests to the adjoining villages for protection and 
management. Village Level Protection Committees 
have been formed to perform this task. In return, 
the villagers will be allowed the usufructs from 
such assigned forest areas to meet their genuine 
domestic requirements of small timber, fucl and 
fodder. Government have tecently decided to 
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allow nistar cess paying tenants of ex-State areas 
to collect fuel, small timber and bamboo for their 
domestic use as was the practice eartier. During 
1991-92, it is programmed to cover about 31,900 
hectares with plantation, rehabilitate 11,600 
hectares of degraded foresis and to distribute 384 
lakh seedlings under Farm Ferestry. For Scientific 
exploitation of forest produce, accelerating the 
afforestation programme and effective management 
and development of forests, the Orissa Forest 
Corporation, Orissa Plantation Development 
Corporation and Similipal Forest Development 
Corporation have been integrated into a single 
Corporation, namely, the Orissa Forest Development 
Corporation. The Purchase price of Kendu leaf 
has been increased Substantially with effect from 


15-5-1990 to benefit several thousands of poor 
Kendu Leaf pluckers. 


22. In the fisheries Sector, 13 Fish Farmers‘ 
Development Agencies have been 


rough institutional finance 
© Government. A Mini prawn 
iS unde 
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current year, it has been decided to open 15 new 
Livestock Aid Centres and 5 Veterinary Dispen- 
saries. For Poultry Development. OPOLFED will 
be the key agency. Considerable progress has been 
made to launch two externally aided projects for 
dairy development—one in Ganjam and another in 
Koraput district during 1991-92 with Swiss and 
Danish assistance respectively. 


24, Education holds the Key to the alround pro- 
gress of a State. During 1990-91, it was decided 
to open 500 new Primary Schools for which 1000 
posts of teachers have been created. Sixty Primary 
Schools will be upgraded as Middle Schools. Under 
the “Operation Black Board’ programme, 20,137 
schools have been covered in the 1st and 2nd 
phases and in the 3rd_ phase, 10,342 schools are 
being covered. A Sikshya Sevak Scheme has been 
introduced for providing elementary education in 
unserved habitations. Service conditions of Pri- 
mary School teachers have been improved. Their 
minimum pension has been increased from Rs. 100 
to Rs. 300 p. m. and it has been decided to count 
their services under the Local Boards for pension. I¢ 
has been decided to make Kalahandi and Bolangir 
districts full literacy districts. In Higher Education, 
it has been decided to separate the +-2 stream from 
Degree Colleges. Twenty-one Colleges have been 
upgraded as Lead Colleges as per U.G.C. guidelines. 
P.G. courses in different subjects have been 
opened in some Colleges and new subjects offered 
in others. The Jagannath Sanskrit University, Puri 
has been accorded full recognition by U, G. C. 


25. For implementation of the National Health 
Policy with the object of Health-for-all-by-2000 
A. D. the health infrastructure in the State has 
been expanded by setting up more Primary Health 
Centres, Community Health Centres, Ayurvedic 
and Homoeopathic dispensaries and Sub-Centres 
in the charge of Female Multi-purpose workers who 
render mother and child health services in rural 
areas. During 1991-92, it is proposed to open 
40 PHCs, 35 CHCs, 20 Ayurvedic dispensaries, 20 
Homoeopathic dispensaries and two Unani dispen- 
saries. An intensive Pilot Project in School health 
service is going to be implemented in 14 selected 
Blocks of Puri district. One Eye Bank has been 
established in the VSS Medical College, Burla. 
With the implementation of the multi-drug treat: 
ment for cure of leprosy, in the districts of Ganjam 
Puri, Cuttack, Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal aiidiBalesors 
the prevalent rate of leprosy is being brought Bein 
This programme will be extended to Sambalpur and 
Bolangir during 1990-91. The short course chemo- 
therapy for treatment of TB has been introduced 


ORISSA REVIEW : APRIL : 1991 


in the districts of Puri, Ganjam, Dhenkanal, Mayur- 
bhanj, Keonjhar, Cuttack, Koraput and Kalahandi 
and it is proposed to extend it to the district of 
Balasore shortly. The Area Development Project 
Phase-II with British assistance is being imple- 
mented from 1-11-1989 in the districts of Sambalpur, 
Sundergarh, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and Dhenkanal 
with a total outlay of Rs. 6566 crores. This 
scheme aims at development of health infrastru- 
cture in these 5- project districts and consolidation 
of assets created in Phase-! in the old project 
districts of Cuttack, Puri, Ganjam, Kalahandi and 
Phulbani. This scheme also. includes certain 
innovative schemes like intensive monitoring of 
Pregnant women and infants in the high risk group 
for reducing maternal and neo-natal mortality in 
tribal and remote areas, mobile health clinics and 
schools’ health clinics in some Tribal Blocks and a 
Special programme for malaria control in one 
selected district. During the current year, the per 
diem rate of supply of medicines for indoor patients 
Was increased from Rs. 650 paise to Rs. 9°50 
Palse per patient andthe per diem diet rate for 
indoor patients has been increased from Rs. 5 and 
Rs. 6 to Rs. 7 and Rs. 8 per general patient and 
1. B. patient respectively. It has also been decided 
to ensure steady supply of gauze, bandage, 
Cotton, spirit and saline to the patients. 
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industrial complex of specific trades like glass and 
ceramics, chemicals, domestic electrical appliances. 
auto components and accessories etc. A special 
training programme has been organised under 
TRYSEM for rehabilitation of land oustees in 
NALCO and |b Valley Project areas. It is proposed 
to conduct training programme for those similarly 
affected due to the setting up of the Ordnance 
Factory at Saintala and NTPC, Talcher. The Konark 


T. V. Company has resolved to manufacture one 
lakh T. V. sets per year and established a marketing 
network throughout the country. 


27. Under the Textiles and Handloom Sector, 
11 spinning mills are functioning and 2 co-opera- 
tive spinning mills are under implementation while 
action is being taken to set up 3 more spinning 
mills in the State. The State Co-operative Spinning 
Mills Federation Ltd.. (Spinfed) has been establi- 
shed to ensure better supervision and co-ordination 
of the working of these Mills. The inter-State 
Tassar Project is developing new Adapties. Two 
Pilot Projects are functioning for mulberry sericul- 
ture development. They are Bivoltive Sericulture 
Development Project and National Sericulture 
Project. My Government proposes to take up 
4,000 acres of mulberry plantation during 1991-92. 


28. My Government continued to lay emphasis 
on systematic exploration and assessment of the 
mineral resources of the State. A project on 
“Development of Gemstone Resources of Orissa 
State’ has been approved for implementation 
under the United Nations Development Programme. 
A significant step has been taken in this regard for 
coverage of the potential mineralised belts of the 
State by air-borne electro-magnetic survey. At the 
instance of my Government, Government of India 
have decided to set upa new Coal Company for 
administration and development of the ccal fields of 
Orissa. Construction of railway line linking Daitari 
with Bansapani is being pursued in view of the 
proposal for export six million tonnes of iron 


ore through Paradeep Port. 


29, My Government. have since taken a 
number of steps for establishment of an Integrated 
Steel Plant at Daitari with an annual capacity of 
3 million tonnes of finished steel under the name 
and style of “Kalinga Steel India Ltd”. The State 
level promotional agency-IPICOL has signed a 
Memorandum of Understandiag with M/s Jindal Strip 
Ltd, Government have engaged M/s. Mecon Ltd. 
to prepare Techno-economic feasibility report. JM/s 


Mecon Ltd. have furnished the basic data for 
Lgl iy ¢ 
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Letter of Intent application which Is now ung 
active consideration of Government of India. — 

High Level Expert Team visited several Countries 
for inspection of Steel Plant equipments in 


good condition, available at the cheapest rates. 
Steps have been 


Execution of the project. The 
an investment of Rs. 2,360 crores with direct 
employment potential of 1875 p j 


will also stimulate growth of a la 
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Bhubaneswar has been put to use and a gallery 
to seat 7,000 persons has been constructed. A 
stadium has been constructed at Berhampur also. 


scholarships are provided to deserving students and 
8 sports hostels have been set up. In the 1990 
ASIAD held at Beijing, Kumari Pranati Mishra, a 
student of this State secured a silver medal and 


brought credit to the State. Disabled and injured 
sportsmen are being given pension ranging from 
Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 per month. 


33. Inthe urban development sector, housing 
and water-supply continued to receive special 
attention. Loans and grants are being provided to 
housing agencies for provision of infrastructure 
facilities in the E. W. S. and LIG Housing colonies 
constructed by the agencies. 


34. Drinking water facilities through piped 
water-supply schemes have been provided partly in 
83 urban local bodies. However, the existing piped 
water facilities are inadequate to meet the growing 
demand due to increase in population. The 
sewerage disposal scheme in102 urban areas isin 
the preliminary stage. Sewerage system has been 
extended parily to Bhubaneswar, Sunabeda and 
Rourkela. Sewerage systems in Cuttack and 
Bhawanipatna are expected to be partly commi- 
ssioned by 1991-92. During 1991-92 an amount of 
Rs. 11°74 crores has b2en earmarked for urban 
water-supply, sewerage disposal and sanitation. 
Keeping in view the 8th plan objective to achieve 
balanced urban development in an_ integrated 
manner, my Government have constituted Urban 
Development Agency at the State level and District 
Urban Development Agencies at the district level. 
With a view to giving an opportunity to the people 
to directly elect the Chairman of the Municipalities 
and N.A. Cs. for better and responsive admini- 
stration, the system of indirect election of Chairman 
from among the elected Councillors has been 


replaced by direct election by amending the Orissa 


Municipal Act, 1950. 

35. My Government have stepped up the 
investment in the power sector to mitigate the 
problem of power shortage which has assumed 
serious proportion in the last decade due ‘o 
inadequate capacity additions. Government are 
attaching high priority to completion of the on- 
going Thermal and Hydel Projects like Upper 
Indravati, Upper Kolab, Rengali and Ib Thermal 
Power Stations. The 5th unit of Rengali and the 
Ath unit of Upper Kolab Hydro-Electric Projects 
have been scheduled to be commissioned during 
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91-92 while the Ib Thermal Power Station has 
ee ceueilethe head way. The new Thermal and 
Hydro Projects like Sindol, additional generation 
from Hirakud and expansion of Talcher Thermal 
Project, Dubri and Naraj Thermal Projects are being 


investigated. The generating capacity of the old 
hydel station at Hirakud an 


Talcher is being increased. 

and micro Hydel Projects has b 
way to harness the potential o 

of energy. Big industries are 

have their own captive power Plants. Besides, to 

bridge the demand-supply gap, my Government 

i invi Private sector to Partici- 


36. With a view to developing communication 
facilities in the State, expansion of both road and 
rail network was paid greater attention, In the 8th 


mount of Rs. 182-34 crores is 


g es, under the Inter-State 
conomic Importance Scheme, a bridge over river 
Mahanadi near Mundali is 
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38. In order to streamline the worki 

orking of 
different Departments of Government and mais 
them viable for management, a number of Depart- 
ments have been re-organised. 


As a result, the following new Departments 
have come into existence: — 


1. Agriculture 
. Co-operation 
_ Textiles & Handloom 


Tourism 
. Sports, Culture & Youth Services 


mo npr wo Nn 


Public Grievances & Pension Admini- 
stration. 


~ 


. Irrigation 


8. Energy 

9. Forest & Environment 

19. Fisheries & Animal Resources Develop- 

ment. 

11. Science & Technology 
12. Parliamentary Affairs 

13. Public Enterprises 

14. Education 

15. Steel & Mines 


46. Panchayati Raj 
17. Rural Development 


39. The Department of Public Enterprises was 
set up to revamp the functioning of Public Sector 
Undertakings to take preventive measures against 
their becoming sick and to see that their finances 
and _ financing policy. are properly managed, 
thereby reducing their dependence on Government 


resources. 


40. For expeditious disposal of pension cases. 
Pension Adalats ate being organised regularly. In 
these Adalats, attempts are made to finalise old 

ases and issue pension payment order/ 


ending © 
gratuity payment order on the spot. 
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41. Under the legal aid Programme, 95 Lok 


Adalats have been organised during this 
October, 1990 throughout the State. 


year till 
In the Lok 


Adalats, 28,709 cases were disposed of on conci- 


liation. 


tion 
introduced 


district 
District 


planning 


Boards in 
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my Government has decided to give very special 
attention to development of science and technology 
in general and electronics and computers in 


particular. The Orissa Computer Application 
Centre has expanded its activities and has set 
up a training division for conducting 
specialised training courses. A Software Technology 
Park has recently been established. The Orissa 
Remote Sensing Application Centre has taken up 
crop acreage and production estimation survey. 
The Orissa Renewable Energy Development Agency 
is implementing a number of programmes to tap 
non-conventional energy sources. Integrated rural 
energy planning hes been taken up in 5 Blocks 
of Puri, Keonjhar, Koraput, Mayurbhanj and 
Kalahandi districts. The Pathani Samant Planetarium 
has been opened to the public in January, 1990. 


45. The law and order situation inthe State 
remained well under control. Peace and normalcy 
prevailed in all major segments of activity except for 
a brief period during August and September, 1990 
when an agitation was sparked off against imple- 
mentation of Mandal Commission’s Report. How- 
ever, the situation was brought under control 
quickly. My Government have since set upa 
Commission of Inquiry consisting of Justice G. B. 
Patnaik of the Orissa High Court to inquire into 
the adequacy or otherwise of the force used, 
The communal situation was peaceful and there 
was no comm unal riot. 


46. With a view to checking corruption, my 
Government have stepped up anti-corruption 
activities _ by organising raids through Special 
Vigilance Squads and accelerating the process of 
bringing the corrupt persons to book. 


47, My.Government's policy for rehabilitation 
and resettlement of displaced persons is acclaimed 
as the most liberal policy in the entire country. 
It has gone a step forward by making provision 
for payment of maintenance allowances for a 
period of one year to those families who are 
settled in project sponsored colonies as well as 
providing them with ready-built pucca houses. 


48. My Government is fully committed to 
radical. social changes to improve the lot of the 
poor and the dispossessed. A number of 
progressive ‘measures already undertaken like 
raising the minimum wage rates, increasing the rate 
of old age pension and extending itto small and 
marginal farmers and landless agricultural labourers, 
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increasing widow pension and extending it to all 


maintenance of physically handicapped and mentally 
retarded children, disability Pension, raising the 


supplying rice 
area andto the 


very poor and destitutes in other areas, substantial 


increase in the remuneration of 


Kendu Leave 


Pluckers are designed to assist the Government 


consisting of Justice N. K Das has 
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Dismemberment of Orissa : 


The death of Mukundadeva, the last 
independent ruler of the Hindu kingdom, was 
followed by a long period of political confusion 
and territorial disintegration in Orissa. Under the 
rule of the Afghans, Moghuls and Marathas, 
there were a number of princely rulers who 
enjoyed a semi-independent status. Under the 
British they continued to maintain their existence 
as the rulers of tributary mahals, paying annual 
tributes to the Paramount power. Southern 
Orissa (Ganjam) was conquered by the British 
from the Nizam of Hyderabad in 1759, and 
thereafter remained a part of the Madras 
presidency till 1936. Sambalpur, annexed by the 
British in 1849, remained a part of Central 
provinces till 1905. Balasore, Cuttack and Puri 
districts, conquered by the British from the 
Marathas in 1803, remained parts of Bengal till 
1912 and thereafter became parts of the 
Province of Bihar-Orissa. As a result of this 
dismemberment, the Oriya-speaking territories 
Virtually became appendages to four 
Provinces—Bengal, Madras, Central Provinces 
and Bihar, and being reduced to the status of 
linguistic minorities in all these provinces, the 
Oriyas felt neglected and dominated by the 
linguistic majorities, and particularly felt 
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Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan 


distressed at the deliberate efforts to abolish 
Oriya language. The new elite that emerged in 
Orissa in the later half of the nineteenth century 
as result of the spread of English education 
raised its voice for the unification of Oriya 
speaking areas so as to safeguard the legitimate 
interests of Oriyas and preserve and promote 
the Oriya language and culture. It may be noted 
here that some British officials realized the 
injustice of keeping the Oriya divided in different 
provinces. As early as 1855, Henry Rickets, the 
Commissioner of Orissa Division had proposed 
the merger of Sambalpur with the Orissa 
Division. In 1868, Sir Stafford Northcote, the 
Secretary of State for India, held the view that for 
the purpose of better administration, the Oriya- 
speaking areas should be grouped into a single 
administrative unit. 


Te Language Controversy and 
Growth of Oriya Nationalism in the 
Nineteenth Century : 


The Oriya nationalism expressed itself, in the 
post-famine (after 1866) period, through such 
vernacular journals as Utkal Dipika, Sambad 
Bahika, Utkal Darpan, Utkal Putra, Oriya O Nava 
Sambad and Sambalpur Hitaishini as well as 
associations like Utkal Bhasa Unnati Bidhayini 
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Sabha, Balasore; Utkal Bhasa Uddipani Sabha, 
Cuttack; Utkal Ullasini Sabha, Cuttack: Ganjam 
Uikal Hitabadini Sabha, Berhampur and Utkal 
Sabha, etc. The first remarkable manifestation of 
Oriya nationalism took Place as a reaction to 
efforts made by some Bengalis to abolish Oriya 
Occupied many official 


by Gauri Shankar Ray, ici 
the Sambad Bahika of Fakir Mohan 
a Society called Utkal Ullasini Sapp 
Bengali group expressed their 
the Utkal Hitaishini (a weekly j 
associations such as the Debati 
Cuttack Society. 
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It may be noted here that some Bengals 
Strongly argued in favour of Oriya language. The 
noted Bengali writer, Bhudev Mukhopadhyay (at 
whose advice Radhanath Roy started writing in 
Oriya instead of wiiting in Bengali) supported the 
Cause of Oriya language. Besides Gauri Shankar 
Roy, other domiciled Bengalis such as Pyatl 
Mohan Acharya and Raja Baikuntha Nath Dey 
were staunch Protagonists of Oriya language. 


W.T. Atkinson, 
Instruction in Beng 
controversy, who h 
Oriya language a 
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"ganised at Cuttack- 
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Pyarimohan Acharya, Fakir Mohan Senapati and 
Gauri Shankar Roy. This Sabha held discussion 
on various national problems like self- 
government, Ilbert Bill and representation in the 
Legislative Councils. In 1882 it thanked the 
Viceroy Lord Ripon for introducing the local self- 
government. Madhusudan Das, the first lawyer 
of Orissa, joined the Cuttack Bar in 1881 and 
associated himself with this association. The 
Utkal Sabha concerned itself both with the 
National problems as well as those of the Oriya 
People. In November 1885, when Sir Richard 
Thompson the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal 
Visited Orissa, the Utkal Sabha gave a 
Memorandum to him, demanding the merger of 
Sambalpur and Ganjam with the Orissa Division. 
To the second session of the Indian National 
Congress, held in December 1886, the Utkal 
Sabha sent four delegates—Madhusudan Das, 
Golak Chandra Bose, Hariballabha Ghose and 
Kalipada Banerjee. Madhusudan was the 
harbinger of Congress ideas and activities in 
Orissa. He also tried to raise the question of 
amalgamation of Oriya speaking areas in the 
forum of the indian National Congress. But he 
Could not do anything in this regard through the 
Congress. In November 1888, on the occasion 
of the visit of Sir S. C. Bayley, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal to Orissa, the Utkal Sabha 
Presented a memorial, demanding the 
Unification of Oriya-speaking territories. While 
replying to the memorial, Bayley turned down 
the demand. 


It is interesting to note that in 1895, H.G. 
Cooke, the Commissioner of Orissa Division 
gave a suggestion for the merger of Sambalpur 
district, the Tributary states of Patna, Sonepur, 
Rairakhol, Bamra and Kalahandi and the Ganjam 
district including the state of Kimedi and 
Ghumusur with the Orissa Division. 


Agitation in Sambalpur : 


In 1895, the Chief Commissioner of Central 
Provinces decided to introduce Hindi as the 
Official tanguage in the Sambalpur district on the 
Ground that it was not possible to post Hindl- 
Speaking officials in that district if Oriya remained 
the official language. Hindi was introduced in 
Primary schools of Sambalpur and the 
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Government officials there were required to pass 
a Hindi test. The people of Sambalpur 
vehemently protested against this decision. The 
Sambalpur Hitaisini, published under the 
editorship of Nilamoni Vidyaratna from Bamanda, 
played an important role in rousing the feeling of 
the people of Sambalpur against this measure. In 
June 1895, a memorial against the imposition of 
Hindi on the Sambalpur people by the C. P. 
Government, signed by three thousand people, 
was sent to the Viceroy Lord Elgin. In July 1901, 
the leading persons of Sambalpur met Andrew 
Fraser, the Chief Commissioner of Central 
Provinces and suggested io the latter that if it 
was not possible to retain Oriya language in 
Sambalpur on account of its being a part of 
Central Provinces, the district should be 
transferred to the Orissa Division. A deputation 
of prominent persons of Sambalpur also met the 
Viceroy Lord Curzon at Simla to put forth this 
demand in August 1901. 


The agitation of the Sambalpur people was 
strongly supprted by the people in the coastal 
Orissa. Utkal Sabha submitted a memorial to the 
Viceroy Lord Elgin in June 1895 against the 
decision of the C. P. Government. 


The Government of India realized the 
genuineness of the demand of the Sambalpur 
people. Oriya language was restored in 
Sambalpur with effect from 1 January, 1903. 


Towards Utkal Union Conference : 


In 1902, the Oriyas of Ganjam sent a memorial, 
signed by a large number of people, to the 
Viceroy Lord Curzon, suggesting the unification 
of Ganjam, Sambalpur and the Orissa Division of 
the Bengal presidency under one government 
and one university. Towards the end of the year, 
Raja Baikuntha Nath De, the zamindar of 
Balasore submitted a memorial to the Viceroy 
Lord Curzon, suggesting the unification of ail 
Oriya-speaking territories under the provincial 
government of Bengal, Madras or the Central 
provinces. 


Early in 1903, at Rambha, on the shore of 
Chilika, some people met under the 
chairmanship of the Raja of Khallikote, and 
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formed the Ganjam Jatiya Samiti (Ganjam National 
Association). Under the auspices of this 
association in April 1903, a conference was held 
at Berhampur under the chairmanship of Shyam 
Sundar Rajguru. This Conference which was 
attended by delegates from all parts of Orissa— 
Cuttack, Puri, Balasore and Sambalpur-resolved 
that the proceedings of the Oriya national 
conferences should be recorded and that the 
national conferences should be held annually. 


In the meantime, Lord Curzon's Govenment 
drew up a plan for the addition of Sambalpur and 
its adjoining feudotory States, Ganjam district and 
‘the Ganjam and Vizagpatnam Agencies to the 
Orissa Division. Early in December 1903, the 
Plan was circulated among the Government of 
Central Provinces, Madras and Bengal for 
eliciting their opinions. This plan is known as 
Risley circular, being circulated by Henry Risley, 
the Secretary to the Government of India. 


In persuance of the Berhampur resolution, 
the first Oriya national conference was held at 
Cuttack on 30-31 December 1903 through the 
efforts of Madhusudan Das, Rajendra Narayan 
Bhanj Deo (the Zamindar of Kanika) and Shriram 
Chandra Bhanja Deo (the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj). The Conference Met under the 
chairmanship of the Maharaja of Mayurbhanja 
and was attended by delegates from all Parts of 
Orissa, some Europeans, lawyers, zamindars, 
government officials and Students. The 
Conference accepted the scheme of the 
unification of Oriya tracts, as Suggested in the 
Risley circular. The Conference laid down the 
foundation of a truely Oriya national Organisation 
called Utkal Sammilani. Hereafter, under the 
leadership of Madhusudan Das, the Utkal 


Sammilani continues to meet year after year in 
different places of Orissa. 


In the meantime, the Government of Bengal 
Central Provinces and Mad : 


ras expressed their 
opinions on the Risley circular. The Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal gave Strong support to it. 
The Chief Commissioner of Central Provinces 
supported the transfer o 


f Sambalpur and its 
adjoining feudotory States—Sonepur, Bamra 
Patna, Kalahandi and Rairakhol to the Orissa 


Division. But Lord Ampthill, the Governor of 
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Madras opposed the transfer of Ganjam and 
Vizagpatnam to Orissa. Another obstacle to the 
transfer of Ganjam to Orissa Division came from 
Sir Andrew Fraser the Lieutenant Governor of 
Bengal. Though Fraser had earlier supported 
the Risley circular, subsequently he differed 
from its holding that the trasnfer of Ganjam would 


cause the problem of managing the Telugu 
population. 


Unfortunately for Orissa, Lord Curzon who 
was favourably inclined to the cause of Oriyas 
went on leave in April 1904. During his absent 
Lord Ampthill, the Governor of Madras, became 
acting Governor General. As Governor Of 
Madras, Lord Ampthill had been opposed to the 
transfer of Ganjam to Orissa, consequenctly 
during his officiating viceroyalty, the plan of 
transfer of Ganjam was dropped. But the transfer 
of Sambalpur district and its adjoining feudotory 
States—Patna, Kalahandi, Sonepur, Bamra and 
Rairakhol—t the Orissa Division took place with 
effect from 16 October, 1905. This decision of 
the British Government was a major step towards 
the integration of Oriya speaki ng areas. 


Formation of Bihar-Orissa : 


In 1911, while annulling the partition of 
Bengal effected in 1905, the British Government 
decided to create a new province of Bihar-Oriss4 
which was to include Bihar, Chhota Nagpu! 
Division and Orissa Division. This decision waS 


resented in Orissa. In eighth annual session ° 
Utkal Sammita; 


ni, held at Berhampur on 6-7 APt! 
1912, Madhusudan Das said, "There is 1° 
People under the British Government who havé 
been trated more unjustly and unkindly than the 
Reepleict, Orissa who have done poihinalt? 
deserve such treatment”. Lord Curzon criticise 
the creation of province oj Bihar-Orissa in the 
House of Lords. He Said in a speech in the Lor 
on 1 February 194 2, "This is a blunder th4 


Cannot remain permanent. Where the Orissan 4” 
agitating people, which they are not, they woul 
Soon make their Protest heard," 


Ms he ORISSAIREVIEN) APRIL Se a 


Agitation in Ganjam : 


In the meantime, the Oriyas of Ganjam 
agitated vigorously for the trasfer of their district 
to Orissa in the face of opposition from the 
Telgus. Some zamindars of South Orissa such 
as the Raja of Manjusa, the Raja of Chikiti, the 
Raja of Khallikote and the Raja of Dharakote 
played active parts in this agitation. In 1909, a 
deputaion of the Oriya Samaj of Ganjam waited 
upon the Governor of Madras, and pressed 
upon him for the transfer of Ganjam and 
Vizagpatnam to Orissa. In December 1913, the 
Oriya Samaj and Land holders’ Association of 
Ganjam presented memoranda to Lord 
Pentland, the Governor of Madras, on the 
occasion of his visit to Berhampur. In the tenth 
session of the Utkal Sammilani, held at 
Parlakhemundi on 26 and 27 December 1914, 
the Raja of Manjusa made an eloquent speech 
demanding the unification of Oriya speaking 
teftitories. . He said, "Can you say that | am alive if 
you cut off my head and keep it at Ranchi, throw 
my trunk in Bay of Bengal and keep up my legs in 
the Madras hospital ? This is the condition of our 
Utkal Mother.......- ‘ 

Agitation in Singhbhum, Saraikella and 
Kharswan : 


The Oriyas of Singbhum, Saraikella and 
Kharswan agitated under the leadership of 
Barister B. N. Mishra and Pandit Krushna 
Chandra Acharya for the merger of these tracts 

‘with Orissa. It may be noted here here that 
Saraikella and Kharswan were added to the 
feudatory states of the Orissa Division in 1916, 
resulting in increasing their number to twenty six. 


Montford Report on Orissa : 


In the twelfth session of the Utkal Sammilani, 


held in December 1916 at Balaosre,a committee 


of seven members (consisting of Madhusudan 
Panda, Braja Sundar 


Das, Raja of Kanika, Harihar 
Das, Gopabandhu Das, Sudam Charan Naik and 
Raja of Seragada) was constituted for collecting 
data and carrying on the continuous executive 
work regarding the unification of Oriya-speaking 
territories. This Committee prepared a 
Memorandum and presented it to E. Ss. 
Montagu, the Secretary of State for India and 
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Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy at Calcutta on 11 
December, 1917. The memorandum demanded 
that the Oriya-speaking tracts, as identified by 
Grierson in Linguistic Survey of India, vol.V 
should be united under one administration. The 
memorandum stated that if it was not possible to 
provide a single provincial administration to the 
Oriya-speaking tracts at that moment, they 
should be placed for sometime under the 
Government of Bihar-Orissa. 


Montagu and Chelmsford in their joint report 
hinted at the possibility of providing a sub- 
province for the Oriya-speaking tracts. The 
recommendation of Montagu and Chelmsford 
disappointed the Oriya nationalists. A special 
session of the Utkal Sammilani, held at Cuttack in 
September 1918 under the presidentship of 
Madhusudan Das, passed a resolution, 
expressing "deep sense of disappointment" 
over the lack of any definite provision in the 
Montagu-Chelmsford report for the 
amalgamation of Oriya-speaking tracts and 
demanding a separate province under a 
Governor-in Council. 


Oriya Nationalism and National 
Congress : 


In December 1920, the Indian National 
Congress met at Nagpur to take a final decision 
about the launching of Non-cooperation 
Movement. The Nagpur Congress decided to 
form provincial Congress Committees on 
linguistic basis. This decision provided the Oriya 
nationalists the scope to function as a provincial 
unit within the Congress. Soon after the Nagpur 
Congress, the Utkal Sammilani was held at 
Chakradharpur in January 1921. In this session, 
Gopabandhu who had just returned from the 
Nagpur Congress moved the resolution that the 
Utkal Sammilani, instead of remaining aloof from 
the national mainstream, represented by the 
Congress, should identify itself with the 
Congress, and held that the people of Orissa by 
joining the Congress in large number would not 
only contribute to the national movement but 
also get their particular demand such as the 
union of Oriya tracts fulfilled through it. After a 
heated debate, the resolution was passed. The 
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Utkal Sammilani also welcomed the Nagpur 
Congress decision in favour of the provincial 
Congress Committee on linguistic basis. It is 
Significant to note that Madhusudan Das did not 
attend the Chakradharpur session of the Utkal 
Sammilani. Leadership of Orissa was passing 
from Madhusudan to Gopabandhu, the 
harbinger of Gandhian Congress. Utkal 
Sammilani became defunct hereafter. In 1924 
Utkal Provincial Congress Committee was 
formed under the presidentship of Gopabandhu 
Das. 


Resolutions in the legislatures: 


The Montford report had hinted that the 
creation of the province or Sub-province of 
Orissa would depend upon the consent of the 
legislatures, to be formed under the new Act 
{the forthcoming Government of India Act of 
1919) in Bengal, Bihar-Orissa, Central Provinces 
and Madras. Hence the staunch protagonists of 
Oriya nationalism, Madhusudan Das, the Raja of 
Kanika (Rajendara Narayan Bhanjdeo), 
Biswanath Kar, Brajasundar Das and Shashi 
Bhusan Rath moved resolutions in favour of 
unification of Oriya tracts in the Central as well as 
Provincial legislatures. At the request of the Utkal 
Sammilani, Sachidananda Sinha of Bihar Moved 
a resolution in the Imperial Legislative Council on 


20 February 1920, Fecommending to the 
Governor General appoi 


Officials and Non-officials to draw a 


Madras, Bengal and Cen 


Prestige." 


On the basis of the above re 
Government of India asked for the. 
concerned provincia} 


Governments of Bengal, 
Provinces refused to t 


Solution the 
Opinion of the 
governments. The 
Madras ang Centraj 
ransfer their Oriya 
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Speaking tracts to the Orissa Division. The 
Government of Bihar-Orissa expressed its 


opinion in favour of the sub-province of Orissa. 
In November 1921. 
Council 


the question of 
Oriya tracts was raised in the 
Central Legislative Assembly by Pandit 
Nilakantha Das and Bhubanananda Das. 


Inquiry into Ganjam Oriyas' Demand : 


Towards the Close of 1924, the Government 
of In appoint 


dia €d a committee consisting of 
C. L. Philip (the ‘ 


Political Agent of Orissa state) 
and A. C. Duff (th 


: ya cla riya- 
Speaking tracts 3 Sses of the Oriy 


t Orissa under one 

i pally the Meantime doubts were 

ne financial Viability of the transfer of 

@ 8s Well as the f ion of the 
Sepa lormation o 

Governmere ee 0 Orissa. In March 1927 the 

1 -Orj . j 

Financial Advisor nasa ‘oe 


examinin _.. Sahib U. M. Sen the task of 

transfer © financial implications of the 
Ported that mon ' Orissa. Rai Sahib Sen 

Division Could ca, Transfer of Ganjam to Orissa 

Of rupee Ga annual detiaticta4 uke 

Ne Oriya | €N was criticised by 
emb 


anjam, Bis the 
er of ._ ~!Swanath Das, 

© amal ee Legislative Council held that 
Cause as rblus of <4 Sanjam to Orissa would 
Pattana aa instead of any deficit. 


©ngress leader of 
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Ganjam said in the Utkal All-parties Conference, 
held at Cuttack on 7 December 1928, that if 
Ganjam would have been a deficit district, the 
Madras Government would not have been eager 
to retain it. 


Statutory Commission's 
Recommendation : 


Early in 1928, the Statutory Commission was 
sent to India from London under the 
chairmanship of Sir John Simon to examine the 
working of the Government of India Act, 1919. 
The Congress leaders of Orissa, at the direction 
of the Congress authorities, boycotted the 
Statutory Commission. But some non-Congress 
leaders who were staunch protagonists of Oriya 
Nationalism, such as Rajendra Narayan Bhanj 
Deo, Braja Sundar Das, Laxmidhar Mohanty and 
others presented the demand for a separate 
province of Orissa before this Commission. The 
Statutory Commission appointed a sub- 
committee under the chairmanship of C. R. 
Atilee to examine the case of a separate 
province of Orissa and recommend accordingly. 
The Attlee sub-committee which included three 
other members—Dr. Suhrwardy (member of 
Central Legislature), Rajendra Narayan Bhanj 
Deo (Raja of Kanika) and Laxmidhar Mohanty 
recommended a separate province for Oriyas 
comprising Orissa Division, Angul, Orissa 
feudatory states, Khariar estate of Central 
Provinces and Ganjam district of Madras 
Presidency. The Statutory Commission, in its 
report, described the Bihar-Orissa province as a 
glaring example of the artificial connections of 
areas which are not naturally related” and 
recommended the appointment of a boundary 
commission to demarcate the boundary of the 
Proposed province of Orissa. 


The Orissa Question in the All-Parties 
Conference : 


The Congress leaders of Orissa raised 
question of amalgamation of Oriya tracts through 
the All-parties Conference which consisted of 
the Congress, and other parties which had 
boycotted the Statutory Commission. In its 
Meeting, held at Lucknow on 30 August 1928, 
the All-parties Conference recommended that a 
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separate Orissa province might be created, if 
Orissa would bear “the financial burden 
...incidental to separation”. Such an attitude of 
the All-parties conference disappointed the 
Orissa Congress leaders. The Orissa branch of 
All-parties Conference sent a memorandum to 
the All-parties national Convention, which was 
being held at Calcutta on 22 December 1928, for 
the creation of province of Orissa. At this 
Calcutta convention some Oriya Congressmen 
Proposed to raise the Orissa question. But as it 
was not allowed to be discussed, all Oriya 
Congress men left the Convention in protest 
and staged a procession with the help of Oriyas 
at Calcutta. 


It may be noted here that in October 1928 on 
the occasion of the Dasahara festival, the Oriya 
nationalists of Cuttack worshipped the Mother 
Utkal in the form of an image, calling her 
Chhinnamasta Utkal i.e. dismembered mother 
Utkal. They brought out a procession, led by 
Madhusudan Das, which included all sections of 
population hight and low, educated and 
uneducated. 


Round Table Conference and After : 


In November 1930, the Round Table 
Conference was held by the British Government 
in London to hold discussion with the 
representative Indians on the constitutional 
reforms. Shri Krushna Chandra Gajpati, the 
Maharaja of Paralakimedi was nominated to the 
Conference by the British Government. He 
raised the question of the amalgamation of Oriya 
tracts in the Round Table Conference. He 
circulated among the delegates of the first 
session of the’ Round Table Conference a 
pamphlet, titled “The Oriyas, Their Need and 
Reasons for a Separate Province." 


In March 1931, the Orissa Congress 
delegates raised the amalgamation question in 
the Karachi Session of the Congress. At Karachi, 
Mahatma Gandhi was reported to have promised 
the Orissa Congressmen that he would raise 
their problem in the second session of Round 
Table Conference. On 3 May, 1931 the Utkal 
Pradesh Congress Committee unanimously 
Passed a resolution for the establishment of the 
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separate province of Orissa. The U.P.C.C. 
appointed a Committee, consisting of Pandit 
Nilakantha Das (chairman), Gopabandhu 
Chowdhury, Lingaraj Panigrahi, Shashi Bhusan 
Rath, Niranjan Pattanayak, Mukunda Prasad Das, 
Bichitrane 1da Das and Laxmi Narayan Mishra to 
deal with the question of formation of separate 
province. The U.P.C.C. even authorized the 
Committee to co-operate in this regard with the 
British authorities without deviating from the 
Congress principles. 


O'Donnell Committee's 
Recommendations and White Paper : 


In September 1931, the Government 
appointed the Orissa Boundary Committee to 
demarcate the boundary of the Proposed 
Province and examine the administrative, 
financial and other consequences of the 
creation of the new Province. T 
consisted of three member. 
O'Donnell (Chairman), H. M. 
Phookun. It had also three assi 


he Committee 
Ss Sir Samuel 
Mehta and T. Re 
Ociate members— 
(ihe Maharaja of 
Sinha and c. V.S, 
ttee visited different 
Orissa Division and 


and Khariar Zamindari 
(central Provinces) an 
Ganjam district and ti 
tracts. As regards Parl 
difference of opinion in the O'Donne 
Committee. While the Chairman 

favour of its inclusion in Madras obvi 
ground of its Telgu majority, the Other two 
members—Mehta and Phookun 


views in favour of its inclusion in Orissa, 


The O'Donnell Committ 
disappointment to the Ori 
excluded from the propo: 


€e'sS report Causeg 


yas because j 
sed Province Some 


Oriya-speaking tracts. The special session of 
Utkal Union Conference, held at Berhampur on 
21 August 1932, protested against the 
exclusion of such Oriya speaking tracts as 
Manjusa, Singbhum, Phuljhar and South-west 
Midnapore. In March 1933, the British 
Government brought out the White Paper, which 
Proposed to make Orissa a Governor's province 
like ten other Provinces of India. But the White 
Paper caused greater disappointment than the 
O'Donnell Committee's report, because it 
excluded from the proposed province 
Vizagpatam Agency and Jalantar Maliahs 
(recommended for inclusion by the O'Donnell 
Committee) and Parlakimedi (recommended for 
inclusion by Majority of the O'Donnell 
Committee). Protest meetings were held in 
Jeypore and Parlakimedi in Protest against the 
exclusion of these iwo States from Orissa. The 
Raja of Parlakimedi (the descendant of the 
historic Ganga dynasty of Orissa and the great 


Potagonist of Oriya Nationalism) and the Raja of 
Jeypore felt 


y Particularly unhappy. In the Bihar- 
Orissa Legislative Council, Lokanath Mishra 
moved an amendment to the resolution on 
White Pape 


", voicing the 
Over the exclysi 


the O'Donnell 
Orissa from a 
nce of the White Paper. 
head rent was passed. a Oriya deputation, 
Sir Sale the Raja of Parlakimedi, met 
tiitaaae Beare; the Secretary of State for India 
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separate province of Orissa. The U.P-C.C. 
appointed a Committee, consisting of Pandit 
Nilakantha Das (chairman), Gopabandhu 
Chowdhury, Lingaraj Panigrahi, Shashi Bhusan 
Rath, Niranjan Pattanayak, Mukunda Prasad Das, 
Bichitrane nda Das and Laxmi Narayan Mishra to 
deal with the question of formation of separate 
province. The U.P.C.C. even authorized the 
Committee to co-operate in this regard with the 
British authorities without deviating from the 
Congress principles. 


O'Donnell Committee's 
Recommendations and White Paper : 


In September 1931, the Government 
appointed the Orissa Boundary Committee to 
demarcate the boundary of the proposed 
Province and examine the administrative, 
financial and other consequences of the 
Creation of the new province. The Committee 
consisted of three members Sir Samuel 
O'Donnell (Chairman), H. M. Mehta and T.R. 
Phookun. It had also three associate members— 
Krishna Chandra Gajapati (ihe Maharaja of 
Parlakimedi), Sachidananda Sinha and. v. Ss. 
Narasinha Raju. The Committee visited different 
places within and outside the Orissa Division and 
in all examined 410 witnesses. The Orissa 
leaders (irrespective of party affiliations) and 
students tried to rouse on this occasion the 
feelings of the people for the Cause of the 
separate province of Orissa. The O'Donnell 
Committee recommended that the pr 
province of Orissa should comprise th 
Division, Angul, Padampur (excluding 
and Khariar Zamindaries of the Raip: 
(central Provinces) and the greater 
Ganjam district and the Vizagpatn 
tracts. As regards Parlakimedi estate there was a 
difference of opinion in the o 
Committee. While the Chairman 0: 
favour of its inclusion in Madras obvi 
ground of its Telgu majority, fis ioren the 
members—Mehta and Phookun two 


- a | ©xpresse, ; 
views in favour of its inclusion in Orissa d their 
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Oriya-speaking tracts. The special session of 
Utkal Union Conference, held at Berhampur on 
21 August 1932, protested against the 
exclusion of such Oriya speaking tracts as 
Manjusa, Singbhum, Phuljhar and South-west 
Midnapore. In March 1933, the British 
Government brought out the White Paper, which 
Proposed to make Orissa a Governor's province 
like ten other provinces of India. But the White 
Paper caused greater disappointment than the 
O'Donnell Committee's report, because it 
excluded from the Proposed province 
Vizagpatam Agency and Jalaniar Maliahs 
(recommended for inclusion by the O'Donnell 
Committee) and Parlakimedi (recommended for 
inclusion by majority of the O'Donnell 
Committee). Protest meetings were held in 
Jeypore and Parlakimedi in protest against the 
exclusion of these two states from Orissa. The 


Raja of Parlakimedi (the descendant of the 
historic Gang 


Potagonisi of 
Jeypore felt 


the White Paper. The 
aS Passed. A Ori a deputation, 
h i y 
faded by the Raja of Parlakimedi, met 
fe, the Secretary of State for India 
3 July 1933 and presented their 
cain for the reconsideration of ihe boundary 
a estion, 'n the meantime the Telgu 
cenresentatives also arrived in London to 
unter-act the move of the Oriya deputation. 


arlakimedi. On 11 
tkal Union Conference, in 
» While mourning the death 
ti 88, the prime mover of the 
i emanded the following areas 
n Orissa—Jeypore, northern and 


» Western portion of 


Mandasa and Jalantar estates and the Zamindary 
of Budharsingh. At this stage, Raja of 
Parlakimedi proposed that his estate be divided 
between Madras Presidency and Orissa, and 
that Orissa Portion was to include the 
Parlakimedi town. With this partition plan the Raja 
approached the Secretary of State for India in 
London. But the plan could not receive the 
approval of the authorities in England due to the 
opposition of the Government of Madras and the 
Viceroy. 

Joint Select Committee's 
Recommendation : 


Fortunately for the Raja of Parlakimedi and the 
people of Orissa, the Joint Select Committee 
that was appointed on the Government of India 
Bill under the chairmanship of Lord Linlithgow 
gave a sympathetic hearing to the Raja of 
Parlakimedi and recommended the addition of 
the following territories to the proposed province 
of the White Paper—(1) That portion of Jeypore 
estate which O'Donnell had recommended for 
inclusion in Orissa, (2) Parlakimedi and Jalantar 
Maliahs, (3) A small portion of Parlakimedi estate 
including the Parlakimedi town. Consequently 
the area of Orissa was increased from 21545 
(according to the White Paper) to 32695 square 
miles. 

Appointment of Orissa 
Committee : 

In the meantime, the nine-men Administrative 

Committee, consisting of Sir soot Hubback 
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Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, Minister, Information & Public Relations and Sports, Culture & Youth 


(Chairman), Madhusudan Das, Laxmidhar 
Mohanty, B. N. C. Dhira Narendra, N. R. Naidu, 
W. O. Newsam, Nilamani Senapati, Lokanath 
Mishra and Gaur Chandra Deb, appointed in 
June 1933, thrashed out various administrative 
problems connected with the creation of the 
new province such as provincial headquarters, 
the facility of High Court and university and 
organisation of districts. 


Government of India Act, 1935 and His 
Majesty's Order-in-Council : 


On the basis of Joint Select Committee's 
report, provision was made in the Government of 
India Act, 1935 for the creation of the new state 
of Orissa. According to His Majesty, the King 
emperor's Order-in-Council, dated 3 March 
4936, the province was inaugurated on 1 April 
4936. The same day, Sir John Hubback took 
oath as the first Governor of Orissa in a 
ceremonial function, held in the Ravenshaw 
College Hall. In whatever truncated form, the 
new province marked the end of the era of 
dismemberment and beginning of the era of 
consolidation and achievements in the years to 
come. hk ok 


—————————————— 
Reader in History, 

Utkal University, Vani Vihar, 
Bhubaneswar 


Services inaugurating the Satyanagar Development & Cultural Society at Bhubaneswar 
en February 16,1991. 
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proved as Lord Curzon put it once ‘were the 
Orissans an agitating people, which they are not, 
they would soon make their protest heard. As it 
is, they have been sacrificed without 
compunction’. | am right, |! think, Sir, in my 
presumption, that you all consider the Oriya 
problems as ihe least controversial of all the 
problems that this Conference has had to deal 
with. You are aware that the Simon Commission, 
the Government of India Despatch and all the 
Provincial Governments concerned have 
recognised the urgent necessity for the 
immediate solution of the, question. The 
question of finance, however, is the only 
obstacle in the way of their recommending the 
formation of a separate province for the Oriyas. 
My answer to that is the finances is not after all, a 
fence of such insurmountable dimensions when 
we have to save a great historic race with an 
ancient civilization and culture, from being 
obliterated." 


With all supporting facts and figures gathered 
from various official documents Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapati put forth his demand in such a 
clever and feasible manner that the British 
Government was bound to favourably consider 
the issue. He thus, continued, "| am fully 
confident that the Central Government with the 
same feelings of benefaction will come to the 
rescue of the new Province aS it did in the case 
of Assam and Bihar-Orissa, when first they were 
created. One redeeming feature, however, 
which | should point out to you, is that we will be 
Starting with hardly any debts; but on the other 
hand, with appreciably more income than Assam 
had to start with. At page 404 of the 
Memorandum submitted by the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa to Indian Statutory Commission, 
we gather that the annual revenue of the Orissa 
division of Bihar and Orissa would be about 10 
millions of rupees and | am sure that with the 
addition of districts as recorded by different 
Official bodies with their gathered evidence of 
the people of those parts, and the people o 
other adjoining Oriya speaking areas that may | e 
recorded by the Boundary Commission will bring 
in about 20-2 millions of rupees to solve ihe 
financial difficulty.” 
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Madhusudan Das, the father of modern 
Orissa, felicitated the Maharaja and rightly 
observed in the meeting, held for the purpose, 
"We have all been long agitating for our cause by 
petitions, memoranda, deputation and 
resolutions. All these availed us nothing. But the 
personal influence of the Maharaja of 
Paralakhemundi over, Sir Samuel Hoare, 
Secretary of State and the other Members of the 
Round Table Conference worked wonders as a 
result of which we have got the announcement 
of a separate province.” The Maharaja could 
exert such "personal influence” due to his most 
enviable and amiable nature and his most 
respected personality. Sir Sultan Anmad, Justice 
of Bihar-Orissa High Court aptly addressed him 
as “the noblest of noble men of Orissa.” 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deb 
was born on April 28, 1892 in the famous Ganga 
Dynasty of Paralakhemundi which was ruling 
over several independent Kingdoms known as 
Kalinga, Utkal and Kosala from 12th to the 15th 
century A.D. The Ganga rule marked the Golden 
Era of Orissan History on account of the fact that 
the most powerful Kings of the dynasty laid the 
foundation of a united Orissa by amalgamating 
the Oriya speaking areas from the river Ganga in 
North to the river Godavari in South. But this 
unity did not last long and the Kingdom was 
dismembered as its various parts were annexed 
with different political units. The British power 
from 1757 A.D. further aggravated the situation 
by annexing the Oriya speaking tracts with their 
various political units according to their own 
convenience and exigencies of administration. 
Such political disintegration proved detrimental 
to the interests of the Oriya people. 


The Oriya speaking areas were annexed with 
Bengal Presidency, Madhya Pradesh (then 
called the Central Province) and Madras 
Presidency, whose headquarters were located 
at far off places like Calcutta, Nagapur and 
Madras. The development of the Oriya regions 
was entirely neglected and the Oriyas as peace- 
loving minorities suffered from all kinds of 
oppressions and deprivations. The modern 
educated Oriya leaders however could not 
tolerate this state of affairs and tried for a solution 
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through amalgamation of the Oriya speaking - 


tracts into one administrative unit as a separate 
province. They therefore launched a movement 
for many years through Utkal Sammilani and 
some other organisations in constitutional 
manner. This objective was realised only in 1936 
when a new province of Orissa was created due 
to the ceaseless efforts of a host of Oriya leaders 


like Madhusudan Das, Krushna Chandra Gajapati 
and the like. 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapati played a very 
Prominent role as discussed in bringing together 
the vivisected parts of Orissa for formation of the, 
new province. He, in fact, laid the foundation of a 
United Orissa as his distinguished ancestors did 


about eight years ago. The Dewan Bahadur S.K. 
Mohapatra. very 


remarked, "There 


dimensions. Especially he has Occupied a 
distinguished position as & great patron of 
education and culture. He set UP a large number 
Of schools and colleges not Only in 
Paralakhemundi, but also in the State when he 
was the head of State Government. He awarded 
thousands of Scholarships in the arts, Sciences, 
Medicine, engineering and humanities. He took 
initiative in the establishment of the Central Rice 
Research Institute and the Medical College at 
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Cuttack. He also played a prominent role in 
setting up the Utkal University which was 
inaugurated on November 27, 1943. 


The celebrated Maharaja of Paralakhemundi 
Patronised the Oriya literature taking lead in 
Publishing a good many books and giving grants 
to the writers for their publications. He 
encouraged the development of Orissan art and 
Culture through various means. He established a 
Permanent theatre at Paralakhemundi and 
encouraged performance of drama and music. 
The poets and musicians who enjoyed his royal 
Patronage were Gourahari Parichha, Gopal 


Krushna Patnaik, Brundaban Chandra Panigrahi 
and many others. 


The Maharaja of Paralakhemundi breathed his 
last on the 25th may, 1974 at the age of 82. Bul 
he will be ever remembered by the people of 
Orissa for his deep love for the land and people, 
his strong commitment and determination for 
unification of Oriya speaking areas, his 
indomitable courage and sacrifice for achieving 
all round development of the New Orissa. He will 
remain ever immortal and occupy an enviable 
Position in the hearts of all Oriyas without 


distinction of caste, creed and sex. aes 
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BIRTH PLACE OF BUDDHA : 


Gautam Buddha was born in the forests of 
Lumbini of Kapilabastu city in Nepalese Terai in 
566 B.C. as envisaged in the annals of India. 
Emperor Ashok had been there, after his 
initiation in Buddhism and erected a stone pillar 
with inscriptions "Bhagavan Buddha was born 
here.” A similar stone inscription has been 
discovered in the village ‘Kapileswar’ near 
Bhubaneswar with same words “Bhagavan 
Buddha was born here", as at Lumbini of 
Kapilabastu. The inscription bears the signature 
of the inscriber ‘Chundriya’. The alphabets of the 
inscription relate to the contemporary alphabet 
‘Brahmi of Emperor Ashok. If it comes true, the 
birth place of Buddhadev is .Kapileswar near 
Bhubaneswar of Orissa. 


Of course; some of the archaeologists refute 
this with the argument that the later inscription is 
a forged one and does not relate to the 
incumbency of Ashok. Some others say 
Kapileswar was established during regime of 
Kapilendra Dev, long after Ashok. So the title of 
the village is as such. 


2. FIRST DISCIPLES OF BUDDHADEV : 
Buddhadev was lying in a jungle of Urubela for 


about seven weeks without food, after 
attainment of Bodhi, the absolute wisdom. 
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Meanwhile two brothers of Orissa, Tapasu and 
Bhallika by name, were passing by that way with 
their merchandise in five hundred carts to 
Madhya Pradesh. Buddha took food from these. 
brothers. They are the first disciples of 
Buddhadev. They erected two Buddhist piles 
entitled 'Nakha Stupa'’ and ‘Kesha Siupa’, in 
commemoration to the memory of sacred nails 
and hairs of Buddhadev, ‘Vinaya Pitak' and 
‘Baudha Jatak’ depict that Tapasu and Bhallik are 
the brothers of Orissa. 


3. DISCIPLINES AND BASES OF 

BUDDHISM IN ORISSA : 

Hingjan : 

Hinajana Buddhists regarded more the 
preachings of Buddhadev and Pali language. 
Pushpagiri, the base of Hinajana was situated in 
South-West direction of Udradesha, as learnt 
from Buddhist Scriptures. Present Lalitgiri is 
believed to be ancient Pushpagiri of Hinajana 
Buddhists. During 7th Century, Huensang 
visited Pushpagiri and admired the beauty of 
Stupa and Chaitya he noticed there. Although it 
was a Hinajana Pitha, Mahajana Buddhists were 
coming for worship of Stupa and Chaitya. During 
3rd Century, ‘Boddhishree' had erected a 
Mandap or Platform at Pushpagiri for welfare of 


her parents. Miraculous effects attracted people 
from far off. 


PELIEPIE SIS SOS ESSE E MELEE ESE SELLE ED 


Recently four Buddhist Viharas have been 
discovered at Lalitagiri by the Archaeological 
Survey of India, last year two and current year 
two. The inscriptions and architecture got from 
excavation reveal that it is the oldest Buddhist 
base of Orissa. (Sambad, Dated 8-2-1991). 

2. Mahajana : 


Mahajana Buddhists worshipped images of 
Buddhadev, Six Paramita Scriptures and sanskrit 
literature. Divinity was accorded to Buddha and 
his image was adored as Omniscient, 
Omnipresent and Omnipotent. ‘Pag-Sam-Jon- 


Jang.’ The history of Lama Taranath reveals that 
Prajnaparamita was written in Orissa. 


Parimalagiri, Surabhagiri, 
Tamralipta, Chelitalo, Jayashra 
Vihar are the bases or seat 
Buddhism in Orissa, 


(a) Parimaigiri : 


Bhora Shaila, 
m and Jagadal 
S of Mahajana 


Present Gandhamardan hill at the juncture of 


Sambalpur, Balangir Patna and Kalahandi was 
the famous Buddhist base ‘Parimalgiri’ of 
Boddhisatwa Nagarjuna. Sangharam was 
constructed by the King Satkarni of Andhra 
Satabahan. Nagarjuna was author of the 
philosophy 'Madhyamika Darshan Tatwa'. He was 
also author of Prajna-paramita Sashtra, 
Prajnamula Sashtra tika, Prajna Pradip Sashtra, 
Karika, Mula Madhyamika Sashtra, 
Madhyantanugama Sashtra, Dashabhumi 
Bibhasha Sashtra, Dwadasha Nikaya Sashtra, 
Upaya Kaushalya Hridaya Sashtra and Bigraha 
Bibartani Karika, etc, 
Aryadev, the disciple of 

Propagated ‘Madhyamik Darshan’ o 
throughout India. He has also 


Nagarjuna 
f his master 


written two 
volumes entitled ‘Chatuh Shatak’ and 'Chitta 
Bishudha Prakarana’, uf 
(b) Surabhagiri ; 


Dhauligiri near Bhubaneswar where the 
Buddhist Stupa has recently been erected by 
Japanese Buddhists was the ancient Buddhist 
training centre ‘Surabhagiri’. in ninth Century, 
Bhimatta and Bhatta Lomayan had erected a 


Buddhist Vihar here entitled 'Arghyaka Baratika,' 
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Emperor Ashok who was once famous for his 
tyranny and oppression, was transformed tol 
pious one after Kalinga-battle near Surabhagiti. 
He was initiated to Buddhism by the famous 
Buddhist preceptor Upagupta. 


(c) Bhora Saila : 


‘Viswanath Mundia,' the hill near Delang of 
Puri District was the famous Buddhist teary 
centre of 'Yogachara Vigyanbada Darshan 0 
Acharya Dingnag, the father of Buddhist oF 
Indian Nyaya Darshan. During 4th Century, the 
Buddhist Scripture 'Pramana Samuchaya’ was 
written by him on Anumana (guess), Prameya 
(measurement or knowledge) and Pramana 
(evidence or proof). Some of the historians 
opine that Ishwar Krishna, the best Pandit on 
Sankhya Darshan and the author of Sankhy@ 
Karika, was defeated in argument by Acharya 
Dingnag. 


(A) Tamralipta : 


Fahien, the Buddhist traveller had seen 24 
Sangharamas and a big library at Tamralipta 


during 5th Century. He studied there for bi 
years. But during 7th Century, Huensang ha' 
Seen the fall of 


Buddhist Vihar and erection © 
Hindu temples Nearby. Itsing, the Buddhist 
traveller who came to Orissa during 7th Century 
after Huensang had seen a famous Buddhist 
Vihar at Tamralipta named 'Varaha’. 

(e) Chelitalo : 


It Was situated in the South-East corer o 
Udradesh 


1a and was a famous harbour of Ea 
Coast. Five Buddhist Vihars were there wit 
artistic images Of Buddha and Bodhisatwa. 

( Ratnagiri : 


Udayagiri, Latit 
hills of Cuttack Di 
Asiya mountain, 
Chatuspitha 


ti were f 


! amous for ‘Yogachal 
itha’. Duri 


Ng Sth Century, Narasing 
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Gupta Baladitya, the Emperor of Gupta dynasty 
had constructed first Buddhist Vihar at Ratnagiri. 
A tamous library was maintained there. Prajna 
who had translated ‘Mahajan Boddhi Shat 
Paramita Sutra’ into Chinese language in 788 
A.D., was a student at Ratnagiri as revealed from 
his book '‘Uan-Chao’. He had also translated Raja 
Subhankar Singh's 'Gandabyuha Grantha’ into 
Chinese language. Ratnagiri was famous centre 
of Buddhist Yogachara-bada. 


(g) Jayashram and Jagadal Vihar : 


Jayashram of village Jagati of Talcher and 
Jagadal Vihar of North Orissa were the important 
centres of Mahajan during 9th and 12th Century 
respectively. Jagadal Vihar is the last Mahajan 
Pitha of India. Many Buddhist mendicants were 
living there. Vaktiyar Khilzi had attacked Nalanda, 
Vikramsila and Dantapuri and destroyed 
Buddhist Vihars and killed innumerable saints. 
Many took shelter in Jagadal Vihar where 
Mahakar Gupta, teacher in Naiyaika, Bibhuti 
Chandra, teacher in philosophy and Subhakar 
Gupta, teacher of Tantricism lived. 


3. Tantrajana : 


During 7th Century A.D., Mahajana discipline 
of Buddhism was transformed to Tantrajana 
blended with tantricism of Hinduism. The birth 
place of Tantricism is Uddiyan or Orissa. Saraha 
Buddha, Kambalapada and Padmabajra, Luipa, 
Gambhirbajra, Kukkuripada, Pitopada and 
Jayadratha of Orissa had written Kapala tantra, 
Hebraja tantra, Samputa tilak, Bajramrita, 
Mahamaya tantra, Kalachakra tantra and Chakra 
Sambar tantra respectively. 


4. Bajrajana : 


In the middle of 8th Century A.D., Siddha 
Indrabhuti, the King of Sambala (Sambalpur) 
brought about reform to Tantrajan and 
established his new path ‘Bajrajana’. He 
introduced the worship of Panchadhyani 
Buddha, tantric gods and goddesses. He 
discarded Panchamakar, Marana and Mohana, 
etc. of tantricism. In the process the disciples of 
Mahajana had almost forgotten Buddhadev, the 
founder of Buddhism. 


ee POORER ELLE ELE SOLED OSE POO GOO PO Oy 


ORISSA REVIEW : 


33 


APRIL : 1991 


As per Bajrajan, the father of Buddha is 
Bajrasatwa and mother Prajnaparamita. Bajra 
means Ananta Sunya, ‘Infinite void' and Satwa 
means ‘Essence or truth’. So Bajrasatwa means 
‘the truth of Infinite void’. Prajnaparamita means 
the spiritual super human knowledge. 
Innumerable gods and goddesses took birth in 
Bajrajan and worshipped all over India. Artistic 
images of Bajrasatwa, Prajnaparamita, Bajrapani, 
Padmapani, Manjushree, Tara, Heruka, 
Bajrabarahi and Kurukulla are available at 
Khiching, Chowdwar, Ratnagiri, Udayagiri, 
Alatigiri, Ayodhya and Jajpur of Orissa. 


The worship of deities in Buddhism differs 
from that of Hinduism. Meditation or 
contemplation is of prime importance in 
Buddhism. In Bajrajana, the accomplishable 
(Sadhya), devotee (Sadhaka), mantra, Upachara 
(treatment) and offerings (Naividya), all are signs 
of infinite void. "BAJRATMIKA SARBADHARMA 
BAJRATMIKOHAM". 


5. Sahajajana : 


Lakshminkara, the sister of Indrabhuti and 
queen of Lanka (Sonepur) was initiated in 
Bajrajana discipline by his brother Indrabhuti. 
She brought about reform in Bajrajana and 
introduced a new path 'Sahajajana’. She 
denounced the worship of Panchadhyani 
Buddha, Bodhi Satwa, Bodhi Sakti and deities 
made of stone or wood. To her concept, the 
human body is the symbol of Universe and all 
gods and goddesses are embodied therein. 
Bath, purity, fasting, vow and austerity are quite 
unnecessary for Nirvan. She condemned 
suppression of instinct and qualities of an 
individual for spiritual elevation. Rather, she 
advocated that Nirvan can be attained through 
enjoyment. In her concept all the men are 
Bajrasatwa and women Prajnaparamita. 


In Sahajajana, female powers are named as 
Dombi, Shabari, Yogini, Nairatma and Sahaja 
Sundari, etc. Seven maidens had attained 
accomplishment in Sahajajana, namely; 
(1) Jnanadei Maluni (2) Netai Dhobani 
(3) Lahukuti Lahuruni (4) Shukuti Chamaruni 
(5) Shua Teluni (6) Gangi Gauduni 
(7) Patarpindhi Sauruni, etc. The images of all 
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these maidens are worshipped in some Parts of 


Sambalpur and by the side of Markandeya tank at 
Puri. 


It is said Chodaganga Dev could conquer 
Orissa with the help of Netai Dhobani. The 
Previous name of Balangir Patna was Kumari 
Patna or Kuanri Patna. The worship of Patara 
Sauruni is prevalent now among the Adivasis. 


6. Jagannath Jana : 


Siddha Indrabhuti, the King of Sambalpur has 
Prayed Lord Jagannath in his Spiritual scripture 
‘Jnana Siddhi' as Omnipresent (all pervading like 
Sky), Omniscient (All pervading Buddha), all 


pervading Jina, compassionate Bajrasatwa and 
Adi Buddha, etc. 


Anangabajra, the disciple of Indrabhuti has 
also imagined Jagannath as Bajrajani Buddha in 


his scripture ‘Prajnopaya Bimischaya Siddhi'. In 


come to her prominenc 


Jnanarnaba, Bruhnnala, 
tantra, Pitha Nirnaya an 
Jagannath has been d 
Bhairaba, Thula Purush 
Panchasakha Sahitya a 
come across same int 
literature and Orissan 
Jagannath has been 
Purusha, ‘Infinite void’, 
imagined to be Bajra or Li 


nya, 
a, Adi-Buddha, etc. In 


nd Sarala Mahabharat we 
€rpretations. In Buddhist 
literature of Vaishnavas 
described as Shunya 
Sudarshan has been 
nga of Bajrajana. 


The following Buddhist Concepts have been 
interposed into the cult of Jagannath later. 


® 


Buddhadev's tooth is being worshipped as 
Brahma in the deity of Lord Jagannath at 


Puri. The word (Puri) has come from the 
word 'Dantapuri’. 


Snana Yatra of Lord Jagannath is observed 


in commemoration of the birth-day of 
Buddhadev. 


Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath is in 
commemoration to the memory of cal- 
journey of Buddha's tooth or Triratna. 


Daitas who Play prime role in Snana-Yatra 
and Rath Yatra are descendants of Savar 
Community who are Buddhists by religion. 


Due to Buddhist influence caste system 
does not prevail in taking Mahaprasad and it 
is Not necessary to wash one's hand after 
taking Mahaprasad. Simply moving ones 
hand on the head serves the purpose. 


The tantric style of worship of Lord 


Jagannath (Panchopachar and 
Shodashopachar i. @. five-fold and sixteen- 
fold worship), erotic images on the body of 
the temple and erotic songs of Dahukas in 


the car-festival are due to Buddhist 
influence. 


Twenty two ste; 


Ps (Baishi Pahachha) rising 
from Lions g 


ate to the temple inside, 
represent twenty two tapas or sorrows of 2 


man in Buddhism or twenty two 
Siddhacharyas. 


This is how, in co " iraiana of 
Buddhi urse of time, Bajrajan 
jana. 


ism has been transformed to Jagannath 
# me F 
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Washed perpetually by the blue waters of 
three rivers of Sona in the north, Gharghara in 
the east, Sindhu in the west and fringed in the 
east and south by the picturesque Swarnachud 
and Patna range, Ajodhya has the unique 
distinction of being a store house of various 
religious antiquities. Situated 25 kilometres to 
the west of the Balasore town, this place ha’ 
been named after the celebrated Hindu place of 
pilgrimage in northern India. Renewne 
historians like K.C. Panigrahi, N.N. Vasu, ani 
N.K. Sahu describe that this place has been 
named after Ajodhya of northern India, the birth 
place of Lord Rama. N.K. Sahu says that this 
place was once capital of Virat Raja and was 
known as Panchakrosi Kshetra In ancient India 
extending upto 10 miles. P. Mukherj! in ‘Guseeh 
History, Archaeology and Archiyes wiles \ 
Ajodhya in Nilgiri state there were vast rul hep i 
temple, where there were large numbe ; 
Hindu, Buddhist and Jaina temples. But ae 
single temple is there with its former gran : r 
From the inscription of the images the da ( 
Ajodhya can safely be assigned to 40th century 


if not earlier”. Like Bhubaneswar, Ajodhya was 


i than 
: i s, and ruins of more 
Us aaies carne nted in this place, 


1,600 shrines can now be cou found strewn 
While large number of images are f0U mber are 
all over the area and considerable nu 


buried inside the debris. 
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The presiding deity of Ajodhya is Maricho and 
this goddess is worshipped even today. The 
original temple was located in the sourthern part 
of the village, and the spot of the old one is now 
dotted with huge remains of carved stones, 
amalaka sita and large granite pillars. Some of the 
granite pillars are 16 ft. and 3 cubit long and they 
greatly resemble pillars of the Buddhist 
institution of Nalanda. The huge mass of 
architectural ruins indicate that the original 
temple of Marichi was a large one and that it was 
situated in the centre of not less than one 
hundred shrines scattered all around it. The 
more noteworthy of this place are the images of 
Marichi, Manjushri, Lokesvara, and Varahamukhi, 
one of the attendents of Marichi. All these three 
images have been installed in the modern 
Marichi temple. 

Marichi is three faced and eight armed, stands 
on the chariot drawn by eight pigs. The face 
facing to the left is that of a sow. In the first pair of 
hands it carries threads and needle and in the 
second pair displays Tarjani and goad, while in 
the third pair it holds the bow and the arrow. Of 
fourth pair, the left one is unfortunately 
mutilated, but the Asoko branch, held by it is 
clearly seen, and the right probably carries a 
Vajra. The image of Dhyani Buddha Vairochana 
is depicted on its crown and it is sorrounded by 
afterdent figures. The image is 3'6" in height and 
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-a popular Buddhist formula is inscribed in the 
slab in the character of the 10th century 
indicating that the antiquities of this site are 
assignable to later medieval period. 


The Goddess Marichi is usually associated 
with four accompanying deities : Vartalli, Vadaii, 
Varali and Varahamukhi. The image of 
Varahamukhi has been unearthed from the ruin 
spot of Marichi temple. The goddess is four 
armed, three eyed and stands ona lotus throne. 


She carries Vajrankusa and Suchi in the right 
hand and noose. 


The image of Manjusri which has been 
obtained from the ruins of the Marichi temple is 
remarkable both by its execution and artistic 
decoration. The worship of Manjusri and Maitreya 
Boddhistava like that of Avalokitesvara and Tara 
was prevalent among the Buddhists of 
Mahayana School.The image of Manijusri is 
3'2"x2'3". The figure is two armed and decked 
with princely ornaments and Stands on lotus 
throne in graceful three-bhanga bose. He carries 
in his left hand the stalk of a lotus, on which is 
found the image of Sadhana Kumar. A long lotus 
Stalk rises up from the lotus throne. Sadhana 
Kumara holds a book under his left arm, which is 
placed over his right thigh, while he displays the 
vitraka with his right hand. On the left side of the 
main figure of Manjusri is found the image of two 
armed Yamini standing on a Crouchant buffalo. At 
the background of these images may be 
observed a beautiful “torana”, the Pillars of which 
are decorated with Gajasimha figure and on both 
ends are seen the figures of kinnaris. Vidyadhara 
figures playing on the musical instrument are 
seen hovering in the sky, while Several devotees 
are represented with folded hands below the 
lotus throne of God. 


The image of Lokesvara has bee 
at Ajodhya and is brilliantly carveg 
on the lotus throne in three bhang 
heavily decked with necklace a 
“tima”, on which can be seen a 
Amitava. Three of its hands ar 
broken. The lower right hand wh 
displays the varada attitude. On the right of the 
image Tara is standing in atibhanga Style 
whereas left side is occupied by the goddess 


n unearthed 
out. It stands 
A pose and is 
Nd bejewelleq 
Small figure of 
e unfortunately 
ich is only intact 
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Ekajatra. A "torana" which looks like the 
representation of an wooden structure, forms 
the background, and iwo votive Chaityas are 
Placed over it at both ends. Vidyadharis are 
floating on clouds, with wreath of flowers, while 
below the lotus throne female devotees are 
found worshipping the deity. 


N.K. Sahu and N.N. Vasu are of the opinion 
that two images of Manjusri and Lokesvara were 
originally placed on both sides of goddess 
Marichi inside her magnificent temple. The 
images are no doubt a treasure of Buddhist art 
and three of them combinedly convey the 
intensity of religious feeling of an age when 
tantric influence was in ascendency, 


Beside the temple of Marichi, there appears t0 
be another magnificent temple dedicated to 
Tara. In fact, the Tara images of Ajodhya are most 
remarkable in their size, number as well as artistic 
beauty and grandeur. Inside the modern 
Uttaresvara temple can be seen a perfectly 
Preserved image of Vajra Tara, which is popularly 
known as Thakurani of Ajodhya. The goddess is 
four faced, eight armed and is richly ornamented. 
The faces are graceful and resplendent with 
blooming youth, and each of the heads has 
Pyramidal crown with an image of Dhyani 
Buddha. She sits on a lotus throne in vaira 
Parayanka attitude and inspite of her deeP 
Meditation, she appears to be fully conscious of 
the worshippers before her. She carries in her 
right hands the vajra, the noose, the conch and 
arrows, and display in the left the vajrankusa, the 
Nilotpala, the bow and Tarjani. She is sorounded 
by four Tara figures placed in four directions. 
They May be identified as Pusa Tara, Dhup Tala, - 
Dip Tara and Gandha Tara occupying the east, 
the south, the west ang the north respectively. 
The image of T: 
rarely found and i 
is by far the most 


ara and Vajra Tara are vely 
heir representation at Ajodhya 
Perfect specimen of India. 


Ajodhya is ahi Maat 
large Ya 'S very rich in Buddhist antiquities. A 


Ss archaeolo i ee are 
Occasionally tr ological objects 
agricultural op 
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and digging wells and trenches. Discovery of To acquire a thorough knowledge of this 
dilapidated wells and ruins of ancient temples in place it is necessary to investigate the materials 
this area has become a matter of frequent lying scattered in the area adjacent to Ajodhya 
occurence. Still a large number of stone slabs, and study the iconography of each image. * # = 
decorative fragments and amalakas are lying C/o. P.C. Nayak 

scattered in the southern part of the village. D.M. School, A.C.E., Bhubaneswar 


j Minister, Industries Shri Dilip Roy presided over a Seminar on Tourism at 
Hotel Swosti on 25-2-91 
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Introduction : 


The objectives and strategy of the Second 
Phase of the Social Forestry Project (1988-89 to 
1992-93) are based on the definition of Social 
Forestry as agreed upon in the 1981 Indo- 
Swedish bilateral aid consultations, experiences 
gained during the first phase of the Project, 
1983—88 and the village realities in Orissa. 

The definition agreed upon is : 

() Social Forestry is the creation of 
sustainable forest resources for the people 
by the people with Government support; 


(i) Social Forestry Programme implementation 
implies full involvement of the people as 
members of local communities; 


(ii) Social Forestry creates resources primarily 
to meet the needs of the people for 
products of importance in the local 
economy such as sustained supply of 
fuelwood and fodder, wood for rural 
requirements, small scale industries and 
handicrafts and minor forest produce; and 


(iv) Social Forestry also aims at the 
establishment and/or reintroduction of tree 
cover over areas of land which have 
become degraded. This will help to restore 
the environment close to the villages and 
farmland and contribute to soil protection 
and soil improvement. 


Ajit Bharthuar 


Social Forestry is thus essentially a 
programme for poverty alleviation through 
promotion of a self help attitude in forestry 
activities. It is seen as a transition from 
subsistence to market and exchange economy. 
The ecological environmental objectives also 
have a_ high priority. Hence the choice of 
species and management practices are 
designed to enhance/optimise productivity of 
land, and arrest further degradation of the 
ecosystem. 


In general, three major features characterise 
the Social Forestry Project under 
implementation.in Orissa : 


(i) Market orientation reflecting the interest of 
the community as a whole or of the 
individuals for cash income from social 
forestry produce itself. The interest is 
clearly connected to project aims, as 
independent management of the common 
property resources by the community and 
the farms entitles them to dispose and 
utilise their own resources; 


(i) Social orientation, reflecting project 
objective that resources created must 
serve the community as a whole and 
improve the living cc -ditions of the weaker 
sections in perticular. This objective can 
only be achieved if the local society 
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confirms it and evolves strategies 
facilitating production bias towards the 
poor. 


(ii) Environmental orientation reflecting the 
long term interest of the society for 
rehabilitation of the potentially productive 
resources, which have been neglected 
and/or have deteriorated over the 
decades. The process requires long term 
commitment by all the parties involved, i. e., 
individuals, communities and the 
government who must make an infinite 
endeavour, and invest substantial inputs 
without immediate returns. 


The Social Forestry Project undertakes two 
types of activities—one is oriented towards the 
community, and the other for the individuals. 


The community related Social Forestry activities 
are : 


(a) Plantation of Village Woodlots on 
Government waste lands and/or community 
land, degraded barren hills and Strips lands. 


(b) Reforestation/Rehabilitation of 


depleted/degraded Forest Department 
land, and 


(¢) Institutional plantations. 


The objectives of the community oriented 
afforestation are— 


#* To satisfy basic needs of the rural 
population and to improve the quality of life 
by supplying the village with fuelwood, 


fodder, mulch, twigs, minor forest produce, 
fruit, food and small timber; 


To plant such species which provide 
recurrent benefits on an annual basis so as 
to improve consumption within the village; 


* To ensure equal distribution of tesources 
among the population on the basis of one 
kitchen, one share principle; 


* To transfer management and control over 


planted trees to village communities, at the 
earliest; 
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To increase the participation of landless, 


women and small and marginal farmers in 


the management of common property 
resources; 


To provide the village community with 
Support in production, processing and 
marketing of forest produce obtained from 
common properly managed resources. 


The individuallly oriented components of the 
project are : 


(a) Farm forestry on private or institutional land; 


(b) Forest farming for the rural poor, with a 


special emphasis on tribal intensive areas. 


The objectives of this Part of the Project are : 


* 


* 


To utilise uncultivated and fallow private 
lands for tree plantation; 


To promote ecologically sound tree- 
growing agro-forestry system so that long 
term productivity of land is not 
endangered; 


To adopt a flexible approach in the 
selection of species so as to reflect 


beneficiaries wishes concerning yeild and 
benefits; 


To increase the income of the weaker 
Sections and help them in achieving a 


higher’ degree of economic 
independence; 


To help the poor through social security 
Schemes, like the FFRP, which take care of 
their immediate requirements and create 


assets for them which generate income 
flows ona continuing basis; 


To help the poor in marketing of forestry 
goods so that the transition from 
Subsistence to an economy of exchange is 
Smooth and helpful to the poor; 

To assist in the formaiti 
Operatives and oth 


Strengthening small 
power, 


on of marketing co- 
er instruments for 
Suppliers negotiating 


Prerequirements for implementation 


people's participation : 


Community Forestry requires participation of 
all segments of the village communities. This 
would ensure that afforestation in future would 
be undertaken by village communities or 
individuals, and not by the Government. The 
Project is therefore to be a vehicle for 
disseminating necessary knowledge and 
techniques to people so that they can undertake 
forestry operations by themselves in future. In 
Shorter time perspective the participation of 
people is necessary because it is the only viable 
method for ensuring protection, sharing of 
produce among villagers in an equal fashion, and 
for deciding what should be planted and for what 
Purpose. 


In order to ensure this participation the Project 
personnel spend most of their time in training, 
Motivation and extension. All Project Personnel 
from the Director Social Forestry to Village Forest 
Workers thus work as motivators and all activities 
undertaken must be viewed in the light of the 
Participatory aspect mentioned above. 


The planning of plantation, training and 
extension activities follows a fact-finding and 
bottom-up process. It means that the project 
Personnel in field visitssidentify the forestry 
problems as envisaged from the village point of 
View. In a dialogue with the villagers they identify 
the demand perceived use of trees, find out the 
existing pattern of forest use, what tree should 


be planted, etc. 


It is recognised that the activities undertaken 
are for the people and not a Forest Department 
Operation, that the produce is a community 
resource and that the harvesting management 
and end use is for the villagers to decide. The 
Project is therefore supporting and not 
Supervisory unit or an organisation distributing 
dole. 


All decisions are made by the villagers 
themselves in the village. It is ensured that 
obligations given in the contract belween the 
Project and the Village are fulfilled, and that the 
relations between all parties are of reciprocity 
and partnership. 
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The Physical and Legal Provisions for Social 
Forestry : 


The participation and the project activities can 
not be undertaken or will not have an impact if 
legal questions related to production, 
management, harvesting and end use of the 
trees are not solved. There are also a large 
number of other legal problems associated with a 
people's oriented forestry movement. These 
problems are related to several aspects ranging 
from permits to cut trees, transport and selling of 
produce to the overall aspect of ownership, 
management continuance and enhancement of 
plantations. 


Co-operation : 


The project endeavours to establish a close 
co-operation with other concerned departments 
like Revenue, Community Development, Tribal 
and Harijan Welfare, Environment, Agriculture. 
At the district level a close co-operation is 
necessary with the Block Development Officers, 
Tahasildars, Sub-Divisional Officers, the 
Collectors and territorial forest staff. It is only 
through co-operation here that many of the 
problems like procurement of land, etc. are 
solved. Contact with other agencies 
implementing Rural Development Projects such 
as RLEGP, NREP, TRYSEM, etc. is necessary 
both for co-ordination and for dissemination of 
information. 


As active co-operation ic sought with non- 
governmental organisations present on the 
range or village level and such organisations are 
seen as important vehicles for implementing the 
aims of the project. 


Contact is also established with different 
corporations, co-operatives, banks and credit 
institutions working in areas related to forest 
activities. 


Instruments : 


The main instruments for implementing the 
Project are the Village Forest Committees, the 
Joint Management Plans, the Village Forest 
Rules and the Project structure. 
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Achievements : 


During the first 8 years of the project 
beginning from 1983-84, 73,493 ha. of 
plantatio 1s have been raised covering all the 13 
districts of the state. In addition 18,084 ha. of 
degraded forests have been rehabilitated and 
888-14 lakh nos. of seedlings have been 
distributed under farm forestry. 

Conclusion : 


The nuclei for mass Movement have been 
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forward to shoulder the responsibility to manage 
the common property resources created. This 
indeed is a healthy sign and augurs a good and 
bright future for tree planting activities in the 
countryside. 


es 


Deputy Director (M. & E.) 
Social Forestry Project, 


Orissa, 
created allover the state. People are coming Bhubaneswar. 


The technique of crop production followed in 
areas without assured irrigation is very often 
termed as dryland farming or rainfed farming 
depending on the average rainfall of the,ateas 
Dryland agriculture is considere HE 
Synonymous for rainfed agriculture in Orissa. y 
land/rainfed farming occupies an impertel 
Position in the agricultural scenario a e 
State. Out of the total cropped area of 6:54 mil en 
hectares, about 76 per cent arable land rehee is 
on the rainfall for crop production in the se 
According to an assessment, even if he f a 
available irrigation potential is fully explol f i 
about 50 per cent of the total ate Ete 
would continue to be under rainfed a i 
System for all time to come. The aaa 
agricultural production of rainfed areas eave 
by erratic monsoons have a deleterious e ah 
Whole economy. Developmen aot 
dryland/rainfed farming area is, therefore, i al is 
Mitigating the impact of drought, umber 
Stability and enhancing the growth in ag 
Production in the State. 


The Dryland Agriculture Research pai 
established at Bhubaneswar under Be af 
University of Agriculture and Techno oy Me 
found some solutions to the proplere ol tue 
rainfed regions of Orissa. The work at this Oe 
involves identification of efficient crops 
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varieties, developing intercropping systems and 
crop sequences, determining the efficiency of 
fertilizer use, evaluation of tillage implements, 
harvesting and use of run-off and also 
development of need-based technology to suit 
local conditions. The technologies evolved ai 
this centre are discussed here with a view to 
augmenting production and productivity of the 
crops in rainfed areas of the state. 


Crop diversification and substitution : 


Farmers prefer to grow rice in all types of land 
in spite of drought hazards with uneconomic and 
unstable yield. It has been experimentally 
established that several other crops like 
groundnut, greengram, blackgram, arhar, ragi 
and maize are more remunerative and stable 
than the traditional rice in the rainfed uplands. 
According to an estimate based on research 
resulis of this centre, groundnut is the most 
remunerative crop and tice is the least so. 


Efficient crops and varieties : 


Short duration and high yielding 
crops/varieties resistant to drought conditions 
and suitable for double cropping systems should 
be selected for rainfed regions. Crops and 
Varieties found promising for rainfed farming are 
listed below : 
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Rice DR 92 (Subhadra), Sankara, 
Rudra, Pathara, Kalyani-2 and 
Heera. 

Ragi Neelachal, Dibyasinha and 
A 2-3-4 

Maize Jawahar, Vijaya and Ganga-5 

Arhar ICPL 87, UPAS-120, PDA-3, 
T -21 and Mukta. 

Greengram +: K-851, Sujata, Jyoti and Dhauli 

Blackgram T-9, Sarala and K-10 

Horsegram Urmi (DS 2-2), DS 2-1 and 
DS 1-2. 

Groundnut JL 24, Kissan and Kadiri-3 

Sesamum 


Kanak, Kalika and Vinayak 
Intercropping system : 


Intercropping is an accepted cropping system 
which acts as a sort of Crop insurance in 
unfavourable years. This also ensures proper 


utilization of moisture and soil nutrients by the 
component crop. 


The ideal intercropping Systems for the State 
are— 

Arhar + Rice in proportion of 2:5 rows 

Rice + Blackgram in proportion of 5:2 rows 
Arhar + Ragi in proportion of 2:4 rows 

Maize + Arhar in proportion of 1:1 row 

Maize + Cowpea in proportion of 1:2 rows 
Arhar + Groundnut in proportions of 1:2-3 
rows 

Arhar + Soybean in proportion of 2:5 tows 
Sequence Cropping : 


In upland areas early Paddy may be followed 
by horsegram or Arhar (short duration). 
Greengram, blackgram and cowpea may be 
followed by niger or sesamum. In medium land, 
groundnut, safflower, linseed, lentil or mustard 
may be taken up after harvest of Paddy. 


Integrated nutrient management - 
Fertilizer application under rainfed situation is 
certainly paying, because the dry-land soil is not 


only thirsty but also hungry. Hence, optimum 
dose of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
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should be applied to realise reasonable yields 
from the crops. To increase fertilizer use 
efficiency, placement of fertilizer in row below oF 
by the side of the seed should be adopted. 
Nitrogen should be applied preferably in 2-3 split 
doses and phosphorous be used as 50% rock 
Phosphate and 50% SSP in acid soils. TO 
minimise burden on the poor dryland farmers, 
easily and freely available organic materials like 
water ‘hycinth, glyricidia or subabul leaves and 
leguminous crop residues may be incorporated 
into soil along with minimum amount of fertilizers. 


Soil amendment : 


Roughly two-third of the State has acid soils 
which is a major constraint limiting production of 
Pulses groundnut, maize and other crops. 
Experiments conducted at this centre have 
conclusively proved that application of lime oF 
Paper-mill-sludge (PMS) to amend soil, would 
increase crop yields to the extent of 50-75%: 
About 2.5 to 3 tonnes of PMS per hectare may 


be spread and mixed with soil at the time of land 
preparation. 


Use of implements : 


Timeliness of agricultural operation is very 
important for rainfed farming. To ensure this; 
improved agricultural implements should be 
made available to farmers. These implements 
include seed drill, seed-cum-fertilizer drills, 'Pora 
System (plough with funnel fitted with tubes for 
seed and fertilizer application), rake weede!: 
Paddy thresher, windower, low lift hand pump 
etc. These may be Supplied through custom-hire 


Service Or sufficient Subsidy may be provided for 
their purchase on whole village basis. 


Water harvestirig and run-off utilization : 


Du ‘ng the monsoon period torrential rains 
cause wide spread damage due to floods and 


heavy soil erosion, and much of the precious 
water is ultimately lost to the Bay of Bengal with 
tons of fertile soil. The farmers should b@ 
encouraged as a Policy to construct large 
number of “farm ponds" on community or CO 
Operative basis to impound a portion of the 
excess run-off which can be utilized for life- 
Saving irrigation during the intermittent drought 
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spells for the first crop or at critical stages for the 
second crop. If constructed in large numbers at 
suitable locations, those ponds will minimise the 
flood threat to some extent, provide water for 
human and cattle use, encourage pisciculture 
and recharge water level in the wells located at 
lower reaches. The size and location of the 
ponds depending on the catchment, slope and 
intensity of rainfall should be decided by the 
experts for accruing maximum benefit. With 
availability of rain water collected in farm ponds, 
the farmers should be encouraged to use more 
fertilizers to get higher returns from their crops. 


Watershed development : 


It envisages development and management 
of all the resources like soil, water, plants, 
animals and even human beings on watershed 
basis in such a way that the social benefits are 
maximised and ecological hazards are minimised. 
Munsiguda watershed project situated in 
Phulbani district of Orissa, occupies an area of 
848 hectares of various land classes. In this 
project area, there is soil loss at the rate of about 
100 tonnes per hectare per year and on an 
average the run-off is 241 mm. Due to adoption 
of dryland crop production technologies, the 
farmers now reap a rich harvest through 
intercropping systems and high yielding 
varieties. The cropping intensity has been raised 
by 120% by following double cropping system. 
The soil and land treatment measures have 
reduced soil loss by 12% and caused the rise of 
water table by one metre. It has been possible to 
impound 54,180 cubic metre of water due to 
construction of water harvesting structures to 
Meet dryspell situations. 

Risk distribution farming system : 


as of the State, 
Phulbani, 
the 


In drought prone are ! 
Particularly in the districts of Kalahandi, 
Sundargarh, Keonjhar and Bolangir. 
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unproductive and marginal lands should be 
covered with agroforestry. About 40% area may 
be utilised for agroforestry, 30% for pulses and 
oilseeds, and 30% for cereals. This will minimise 
the risk factors which frequently undermine 
productivity in these districts. 


Management practices : 


All the improved methods listed above will not 
produce the desired results if suitable 
management practices are not employed by the 
farmers. These include timely land preparation, 
seed treatment, early sowing, sowing the crops 
in lines with recommended seed rate and 
spacing, maintenance of optimum plant 
population, weed control, proper and timely 
plant protection measures, use of organic 
manures, fertilizers and soil amendments, 
harvesting at optimum time and finally, proper 
storage of grains to avoid loss due to stored- 
grain pests and rodents. 


Agricultural technology for dryland/rainfed 
farming as outlined briefly in these pages would 
definitely increase and stabilise the yield of 
different crops and improve the economic 
condition of the farmers. Large scale adoption of 
these practices would obviously result in higher 
consumption of fertilizers in the state. Various 
inputs like seeds, fertilizers, plant protection 
chemicals and implements should be made 
available at the Panchayat level, within easy 
reach of farmers who should also be provided 
with credit facilities to purchase them. The 
whole-hearted co-operation and dedicated 
involvement of various agencies is essential in 
order to achieve the desired results. kk 


Dryland Agriculture Research Centre, 


OUAT, Bhubaneswar—751003 
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(1492—1552), the author 


Sri Chaitanya, the greatest Vaishnava saint of 
Bengal, on an auspicious day was charmed to 
hear the recital of Oriya ‘Bhagavat' under the 
eternal banyan tree (Kalpa Bata) within the 
Precincts of the Jagannath temple at Puri. After 
meeting Jagannath Dasa, the author of Oriya 
‘Bhagavat’, Shri Chaitanya, who was a 
contemporary of Jagannath Dasa, made a divine 
friendship with this Saint-poet of Orissa and 


conferred him the title of "Atibadi" (The Greatest 
of the great). 


Sri Chaitanya (1485—1533) came to Puri in 


the year 1510. He was SO moved to hear the 
recital of episodes of Sree-krishna’s life, 
beautifully described in sw 


eet couplets of Oriya 
Bhagavat, that he could 

friendship of Jagannath Das: 
Criticisms of Gaudiya Vaish 
not like their friendship. T! 
Sri Jagannath Das and his 
much liked by Sri Chaitanya. 


a, in spite of many 
Nava saints who did 
he divine qualities of 
Saintly life were very 


Born in the village Kapileswarpur, about nine 
kilometres from Puri town, in Orissain the year 
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Orissa celebrates the 500th Birth 


Not give up the 
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Anniversary of Jagannath Dasa 
of the Oriya Bhagavat, 


among all classes of people even today proves the 
universality of his vision. 


Indu Bhusan Kar 


whose sustained popularity 
strength of his lyricism and 


1492, Jagannath Dasa, the son of Bhagavana 
Dasa Purana-Panda was one of the greatest 
Oriya vaishnava Saint-poets. There are divergent 
Opinions among the scholars about the exact 
year, and date birth of Jagannath Dasa. Basing 
on the description of Achyutananda Dasa's 
"Udaya Kahani" Pandit Surya Narayan Das has 
Stated that Jagannath Dasa was probably born in 
the year 1486. Mahamohapadhya Sadasiva Misra 
has written in his book—<Atibadi Jagannath Dasa’ 


Kapileswarpur in the 
authentic source of 
Jagannath Dasa is fo: 
Charitamrita" 


If we accept this 
€ to believe that 
m before 1491. Thus 
Jagannath Dasa was 


argument, then we hav 
Jagannath Dasa was not bo 
ithas been accepted that 
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born in the year 1492 and lived up to sixty years 
and died in the year 1552 A.D. 


Once Padmabati Devi, the widowed mother 
of Jagannath Dasa expressed her desire before 
her son that since she was unable to read 
‘Bhagavat' written in Sanskrit, she could read and 
hear 'Bhagavat if it could be written in Oriya. She 
was so anxious to know and hear the stories of 
Sri-Krishna, that she encouraged her son to 
write Bhagavat in Oriya. So Jagannath Dasa, who 
was a good scholar in Sanskrit wrote ‘Srimat 
Bhagavat' in Oriya in order to fulfil the desire of 
his pious widow mother. He wrote Oriya 
Bhagavat in such a lucid and simple style that it is 
Now easily read and understood by the common 
peasantry of Orissa. Sree Jagannath Dasa 
remained bachelor and led a pious life. He used 
to spend most of his times in writing religious 
books and in reciting Oriya Bhagavat under the 
eternal Kalpabat (a banyan tree) towards the 
southern enclosure of the Jagannath temple at 
Puri. The daily recital of Oriya Bhagavat drew the 
attention of hundreds and thousands of disciple 
of Lord Jagannath and disciples of Vee 
The life of Jagannath was full of stories 0 
miracles and divine revelations. 


Sri Jagannath Dasa is often compared ae 
Sankara Dev (1449-1569) the saint-poet an 
the author of Assamese Bhagavat. As Jagannath 
became a scholar in Sanskrit at the age of 
sixteen so also Sankara, at the age of just 
twentytwo. They both upheld the view that 
Bhaktimarg is the only path of See ares 
and happiness in life. They put fenvare thet 
point of view that the Bhakti, the burning fa! i 
God, leads a man towards perfection. They 
preached the cult of unmotivated devotion 
(ahituka Bhakti) to God which is the highest 
religion of man. 

This Oriya saint poet Jagannath Dasa eae 
new life to the poor peasaniry of Onese y 
presenting to them a ‘Srimat Bhagavat’ in oie 
which is being easily read, ties a 
enjoyed without facing any pedantic footno 


and interpretations. 


Oriya Srimat Bhagavat wa 
Jagannath Dasa when 


s written by 
Prataprudra 
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(1497—1540) was ruling Orissa. The then social 
and political condition of Orissa was very 
miserable and it was in a declining stage. 
Prataprudra ascended the throne in 1497 and 
he faced attacks from the South in the year 1510 
when Chaitanya first came to Puri. Krishna Deva 
the king of Vaijayanagar, captured Udaygiri in 
4514 and Kondavidu in 1515 and imprisoned 
prince Virabhadra. Prataprudra had to sign 
humiliating treaty with Krishnadeva. Similarly, he 
was attacked from the North by Hussain Saha in 
the year 1509. During these years of war, 
Gobinda Vidyadhar Bhoi, the Minister of Gajapati 
became treacherous to the King. Prataprudra 
became disheartened. Thus the political 
condition of Orissa during the first half of 16th 
Century was chaotic which has been vividly 
described by P. Mukherjee in his book 
"Vaishnavism in Orissa". Thus Dame Fortune 
who smiled on his father deserted him. Pinned 
on three sides by formidable enemies, 
Prataprudra put up gallant defence. The military 
strength of kingdom had been sapped by wars 
of a aggression waged by Purusottama and 
Kapilendra. The exhaustion was noticeable at 
this time. The people rolled in luxury with wealth 
plundered from Kanchi to Triveni. It is evident 
from this, that there was a void, both social and 
political, which was replaced by Vaishnavism. 
Added to this chaotic political condition, the 
social life of Orissa was vitiated by inactivism and 
quietism preached by early Vaishnavites and the 
Sidhacharyas. The disciples of Sahajia secis, 
also degenerated the moral of the people. 
Casteism, feudal ethics, social indulgence were 
social ills which were dominant during this 
period. Jagannath Dasa, finding no other means 
to ameliorate the social and religions life brought 
forward on religious revival by his 
Neovaishnavism beautifully described in Srimat 
Bhagavat. Unlike Jayadev, he abored “Srungar 
Rasa". He rather tried to establish his philosophy 
of moderation, equality and unmotivated 
devotion and a synthesis between Nathism of 
Sidhacharyars and Sahajia Bhakti-cult. He has 
shown his rare originality in writing Oriya Srimat 
Bhagavat which revived oral religious tradition— 
which was part and parcel of ancient cultural 
heritage of Orissa. The philosophy of the 
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Bhagavata is that, in this world, everything is 
manifestation of Lord Sri-Krishna. The Doctrine 
Of life, the Theory of avataras and divine virtues 
of achieving cosmic consciousness are the main 
themes of the Bhagavat. Jagannath Dasa wrote 
this Oriya: Srimat Bhagavat up to eleven cantos 
(Ekadasa Skanda). One of his disciples 
Sri Mahadev Das wrote two more cantos—twelfth 
and thirteenth cantos and added to it. Jagannath 
based his translation placing much reliance on 
the commentaries of Sridhar Swami on the 
Sanskrit text. There are of course variations from 
the original Sanskrit Bhagavat. The playful life of 
Sri-Krishna, in his childhood on the lap of his 
mother Yasoda and His romantic divine love with 
the Gopis continue to charm the hearts of many 
devotees and many villagers of all Classes, 
illiterate and literate. After this Oriya Srimat 
Bhagavat was written on palm leaves and was 
circulated and read in almost all evenings at the 
Bhagavat Tungi (Bhagavat Ghar) of each Oriya 
village. The people of the village got Opportunity 
to learn Oriya vernacular intensively, imbued with 
the divine spirit of love to Lord Sri-Krishna. The 
daily recital of Oriya Bhagavat in hundreds and 
thousands of Bhagavat Tungi in villages in sweet 
and sonorous voices, describing the interesting 
and moving miracles of Lord Sri-Krishna, used to 
make evenings of rural life of Orissa more homely 
and lively during the medieval Period. Though 
this religious tradition has declined in Modern 


times, there are still Many villages where this 
practice is very much in vogue. 


Sri Jagannath Dasa 
mythological names and leg 
theme of Bhagavat of San 
‘Vaishnu Purana’ and 


children. 


The impact of the Oriya Bha 
aptly assessed by a reputeg 
Sri B.C. Majumdar in his far 
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B.C. Majumdar, "there must be few books in the 
whole of Indian literature that can compare in 
depth and pervasive influence with this Oriya 
Bhagavata of Jagannath Dasa. There can not be 
any hesitancy in making this statement that 
Jagannath Dasa by presenting his Oriya 
Bhagavata to the People induced all classes of 
men of his country to cultivate vernacular 
language. The benefit which Jagannath Dasa 
has conferred upon his countrymen is immense. 
How the moral ideas preached by him in this 
book have been still moulding the character of 
Many millions of men, can easily be appreciated". 


Thousands of Oriyas remaining beyond the 
Present boundaries of Orissa still read Oriya 
Bhagavata written in the language of other 
States. To cite an example, the Oriya knowing 
People who are Originally Oriya by culture now 
residing in the District of Midnapore specially in 
Contai Sub-Division have been reading this 


Oriya Bhagavata written by Jagannath Dasa but 
Printed in Bengali Script. 


Besides the religious ideas of Bhakti Cult, the 
Social and political ideas of Oriya Bhagavata are 
Pa 'mportant. There may be disputes about 
ieee Of the teachings of Oriya Bhagavata in 
ete age where Science and technology 
Race : Over the divine spirit of men. The 
‘Grantee Pelf-control,, the ideal life of 
atte ebana’, the utility of prayer, fast and 


: S festivals have b utifully 
illustrateg in Oriya Branca. een bea 


aes. aaa Mansinha, a reputed poet and a 
the books in One has correctly remarked “of all 
of Jagannath literature it is in the Bhagavata 
Mysterious. + that one comes, across the 
Classical San lca idioms combining the 
Phrases Sxrit with colloquiat Oriya idioms and 
only what is elegant and 
2 nstinctively, caring more for 


atmosph “ whole with a subtle mystic 
once, Shane ene N details may not be clear at 
Well as to the sare charming to the mind as 


behind a Style ®ar. Jagannath Dasa has left 
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Besides Oriya Bhagavata, Jagannath Dasa 
has written other important Oriya books such as 
“Artha Koili* which contains the theological 
interpretation of "Kesaba Koili” of Oriya poet 
Markanda Dasa. Jagannath Dasa has shown his 
originality in his famous book "Tulabhina" which 
is a metaphysical one. His "Mruguni Stiti" is 
considered to be important folk-ballad which is 
recited by the mendicants as they go door-to- 
door playing on the Kendara (an indigenous 
hand made musical instrument). 

He has established a Matha (Monastic abode) 
on the sea-beach at Puri which is called “Atibadi 
Matha". Oriya Atibadi sect consisting of Oriya 
Vaishnavas became disciples of Jagannath 
Dasa. There was a dispute between the disciples 
of Atibadi sect and the disciples of Goudiya 
Vaishnavism and many of the disciples of 
Chaitanya did not like the friendship of Chaitanya 
and Jagannath but Chaitanya dissuaded these 
disciples not to create animosity among the 
Vaishnavites. ; 

Jagannath Dasa is treated as one of the 
esting poets among the Pancha-Sakhas 
(five comrades of Oriya medieval literature). They 
are Jagannath Dasa, author of Srimat Bhagavata, 
Balaram Das, author of Oriya Ramayana, 
Yosobanta Dasa, author of Hari Vamsa, Ananta 
Dasa, author of Rasa. These five comrades had 
brought about a spiritual revival in the medieval 
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Orissan culture. They wrote ballads which, with 
iheir message of the simple and ideal living, 
touched the illiterate rural folk of Orissa. In the 
words of Dr. Mansinha, "For the education and 
regeneration of the people in Orissa they 
exercised their pens in all possible manner. They 
brought the spiritual lore that was as yet a sealed 
book in Sanskrit to the doorsteps of the 
peasants of the cottage". There has been a 
controversy about the contemporarity of these 
five comrades. It is argued that these five 
poet- comrades (Panchasakhas) are neither 
contemporary, nor they had unanimous point of 
view on life and religion. 


But it is an undisputed fact that Jagannath 
Dasa is indeed a people's poet of Orissa like 
Tulsi Das in Hindi, Sankar Dev in Assam and 
Kural in Tamil. In this twentieth Century when 
technology and science predominate over the 
divine spirit of men and men-made machines 
have turned to be frankenstein monsters and 
when men are restless, lonely and in quest of 
peace and happiness, the study of the spiritual 
lore imparted by the Oriya Srimat Bhagavata is 
most rewarding. # ok ok 


Secretary, 
Orissa Sahitya Akademi 
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é Govemor 
Shri Yagya Dutt Sharma, on February 15, 1991. 
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Mahendragiri occu 
the history, 
region. Du 
Expedition, by defeating the kin 
he had established his hill 
Mahendra, being Overwhelme 
beauty, rivers, valleys and natu 
Ever since the dawn of Mahendra's history, it has 
been the 'Kulagiri' and original homeland of 
several tribal groups like Kandha, Savaras and 
Pulindas. Prior to the Coming of the Gangas to 
this Mahendra region the Pulindas ruled it. 
According to the Inscription of king Hustin of 418 
A.D., this region was termed as "Pulinda Raja 
Rastra".1 Mahendra occupies a conspicuous 
Position in the Social, cultural, historical and 
religious life of the People of Kalinga. The 
glorious saga of the peak of Mahendra is vividly 
described in numerous inscriptions and literature 
namely Mahabharata, Ramayana, Vayupuran, 
Brahmah Puran, Brahmanda Purana, Agni Puran 
and many other inscriptions of the Matharas, 
Pulindas, Sailodbhava and Gangas. 


pies a significant Place in 
Culture and religion of Khemundi 
ring Samudragupta's Southern 


1g of Mahendra, 
fort capital at 
d by its scenic 
ral environment. 


According to a Popular tradition the Progenitor 
of Ganga dynasty Gangeya took his birth as an 
offspring of Ganga Devi and Langaleswar Siva on 
the bank of river Ganga. After the name of 
Mother Ganga, the dynasty of Gangeya was 
termed as Ganga Vamsa. The Copper Plate 
Inscription of Chodaganga Dey felates the 
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Kadamba rulers in the mid part of 5th century 
A.D. The Chalukya dynasty reigned Supreme 
from 489 A.D. to 1134 A.D. During the period of 
turmoil, the Ganga Chief Basudeva,. being 
defeated by the Chalukyas, fled away to the 
Patna region (Phuljnari Patna—Ranipur Jharial of 
western Orissa) in search of an Independent 
principality in Phuljharipatna. li is also possible 
that Gopinath Dev and Narayan Dev, the 
descendents of Ganga king Basudev recovered 
their lost Khemundi kingdom from the grip of 
Pulindasena, the chief of Khemanda Pulindas of 
Kerandimala in about Sih century A.D. 

Narayan Dev, the younger brother of 
Gopinath Dev established himself with imperial 
authority in Knemanda region, whereas Narayan 
Dev and his successors settled in 
Badakhemundi and Sanakhemundi region with 
Gudari Cuttack (now in Gunupur Subdivision of 
Koraput district) as their capital. For some time 
Gudari Cuttack remained as the central capital of 
Paralakhemundi, Badakhemundi and 
Sanakhemundi kingdoms. 

In the subsequent period the successors of 
Narayan Dev extended their sphere of influence 
in the remote southern Nandapur region (now in 


Jeypore of Koraput district) including 
Mahasingha, Belagada, Lankagada, 
Tumudibandha, Birikotte, Subarnagiri, 
Kotagada, Gadapur and Gopinathpur. 


Swornabhanu Dev received the Gudarigada as a 
token of dowry by marrying the princess of 
Nandapur, daughter of Pratap Ganga of 
Silavamsi. The Khemundi kingdom of 
Swornbhanu Dev comprised of Udayagiri, 
Mahendragiri and Kanwasingh regions. The 
present royal family of Paralakhemundi belonged 
to this branch of Ganga vamsa of Narayan Dev 
and Swornabhanu Dev. 

The Khemandas of Khemundi region seem to 
be the Pulinda Savaras of Kalinga. Pulindasena 
probably was the Khemanda Chief, after which 
name this region is known as Paralakhemundi. 
Khemanda or Khemundia or Khedi were the 
general Cognomen used by ithe rulers of 
Chikkiti, Jalantara, Manjusha, Tekkali of 
Khemundi region. The name Khemundi might 
have been derived from the term Khemundi, the 
20th Yogini of 64 Yoginis. Possibly Khemundi 


was the family deity of Narayan Dev branch of the 
Gangas, who coming from Phuljhari Patna, 
reestablished in Mahendra Khemundi Kalinga 
region. After the name of the Goddess 
Khemundi, this kingdom is known as Khemundi. 

Although Mahendra served as an important 
centre of religious activities of the ruling family of 
Matharas, Mahendra came to limelight when the 
Eastern Ganga rulers established their 
overlordship in this region. Madhukamarnav or 
Kamarnav |, the early Ganga ruler extended his 
sphere of influence in Mahendra by defeating 
the king Baladitya. He selected the peak of 
Mahendra, the holy seat, to adorn it with the 
golden temple of Gokarneswar Siva in order to 
propitiate their family deity.4 From the seventh 
century onwards Mahendra served as an holy 
object of attraction of millions as the sacred Saiva 
Kshetra. , 

Navanavati Sahasra Kunjaradhiswora 
Chodaganga Dev having firmly established his 
imperial authority in Mahendra Khemundi region, 
coverted Mahendragiri as ihe heart of his 
kingdom. Measures were made to offer regular 
prayer to the lord Gokarneswar Swamy on the 
peak. Vijaya stambha or victory stand was 
erected on the peak of Mahendra to 
commemorate his triumphant victory over the 
region.> 

With the full co-operation of the Government 
and the people, natural environment and cultural 
heritage of Mahendra could be preserved. It 
would be a matter of great pride if Mahendragiri is 
converted into a Tourist spot. 
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From the time of Mughals the hilly region of 
Orissa has been Separated from the coastal, 
plain and fertile regions for efficient revenue 
administration. The two Revenue Zones are 
Mughalbandi and Garjats. The Garjats came 
under the hilly region being ruled by the tribal 
chiefs or by the Rajputs. With the British 
conquest of Orissa these Garjat states came in 


contact with British power. They were as many as, 
twenty-six in number—eleven ‘A' Class, twelve 
'B' class and three 'C' class. The state of Talcher 
was included in 'B’ 


Class. It is situated on the 
bank of the river Brahmani. Talcher was the 
headquarters of the ex-state of Talcher till its 
merger in Orissa. 


The history of Talcher can b 
back as fifteenth century A.D. According to 
tradition in the remote Past four sons of the Chief 
of Jaipur of Rajasthan came to Puri on pilgrimage 
to see Lord Jagannath. In their pride of 
belonging to the Suryavamsi ahd Rana Thakur 
family, they failed to Properly salute the Raja of 
Puri. They were not therefore allowed to see the 
idol of Jagannath, and two of them were put to 
death under the Raja's order. The other two 
broths named Narahari Singh and Bijaya Singh 
fled to a place called Nadhara, in the Dnenkanal 
state, and there established a fort under the 
name of Bhimnagari Dandapat on the bank of the 
river Brahmani where Narahari Singh Succeeded 
inmaking himself atulerof the place. Narahari 


e traced as far 


BLEPPEIEI DIL IL IL ILL IL IP LILLE ILL LS 


—— eee 


52 


Debi Prasad Mishra 


Singh is said to have ruled from 1471 to 1480 
and after him hig son Udayanarayan Singh 
became the ruler of Bhimnagari who ruled upto 
1520 A.D. The Gajapati king Purusottam Dev 
was pleased with his valour and bestowed on 
him the title of Birabar Harichandan because he 
had extended all possible help and assistance to 
the Gajapati king against the Muslim invasion. 


Udaya Narayan was succeeded by his eldest 
son Govinda Charan who tuled from 1520 to 
1527. During his rule Chaitanya Dev had been to 
Puri to spread Vaishnavism in Orissa. Udaya 


Narayan was pleased to accept the cult of 
Vaishnavism. 


The ninth ruler of this line was Padmanava 
Birabar Harichandan who had renamed the state 
as Talcher. On the Origin of the name, tradition 
relates that the king once crossed the river 
Brahmani on hunting expedition. Near Taleswari 


Devi, a hare killed the Raja's dog, and the Raja, to 
commemorate this incident, established a fort 
th 


ere. After sometime he was defeated by the 
Khandual Zamindar of the place and fled to the 
forest. Hingula Devi appeared to him in a dream 
and addressed him thus—'if you worship me and 


Taleswari, you will become victorious over your 
enemies, and in that case 
Place Talcher.' 


NE RTE S CSS Sas arta AON lal 


~ ” a 
ee  — ——eeeetrttttstst—“<Cti‘SSs 


ee ORISSAIREVIEWE: APRIL : 1991 


opponents of the Chief. After that, when the 
Raja was asleep, the Devi again appeared to him 
ina dream and said that it was She and not tiger, 
that had destroyed the opponents. She advised 
the Raja to sign his name with the initial of tiger's 
head. The Raja named the place Talcher. 
Padmanava was a pious ruler who had 
constructed many temples in the state. He ruled 
from 1575 to 1598 A.D. 


Ramachandra Birabar Harichandan was the 
twelfth ruler who ruled from 1711 to 1729. 
Owing to his generosity and liberal administration 
he was compare by his people with 
Ramachandra of epic fame. The fourteenth ruler 
of this line was Lal Singh Birabar Harichandan. 
His reign from 1740 to 1752 was full of problems 
caused by internal disturbances and by Maratha 
invasion. He could protect the Garh from the 
Marathas despite the help of the Paiks of the 
nearby villages. 


Lal Singh was succeeded by his son Krishna 
Chandra who came to the Gadi in 1752. But by 
that time, during 1751 Orissa had been 
occupied by the Marathas and Krishna ee 
had to sign a treaty acknowledging t a 
overlordship and agreeing to pay them a 
annual tribute of one thousand rupees. 
uler of this line was 


Ramachandra Mansingh Harichandan who ruled 
from 1766 to 1774. During his rule, Se 
visited by two great famines in 1770 and ae 
which took a heavy toll of human life. People to) 
Talcher suffered a lot as there were no sida 
measures to bring relief to them. He died at the 
age of 32 without a child. 


Bhagirathi Birabar Hance a ae 
nineteenth ruler of the dynasty ascende e 
throne in 1778 when he was 4 minor. He oa 
adopted by the ex-ruler. Under the Ses ae e 
the minister Vigneswar Raiguru, the F aja te 
for a long period till 1846. Among his Lae Be 
works the Jagannath Temple at ea ae 
built with big stones was important. Besi a i : 
he also constructed a temple of Lor 
Ramachandra at Bijigol and many other temples 


in different villages. During his tenure Captain Kitt 


and Mr. Bitson of England had given a survey 


report after discovering co@ 
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He was succeeded by his son Dayanidhi Birabar 
Harichandan who ruled till 1873. 


Dayanidhi devoted most of his time to the 
study of scriptures and religious books. The 
British Government had conferred on him the 
title of ‘Mahindra Bahadur for his help to British in 
occupying Angul in 1848. In 1854 he had 
performed a ‘Soma Jajna’ which continued for 
twentyone days and for that he was honoured 
with the title '“Rajarshi". . It was during his rule that 
the famine of Na-anka occured in 1866, but this 
pious ruler took all possible measures to save 
the people from starvation. He died at the age of 
72 and was succeeded by Ramachandra 
Birabara Harichandan. 


Ramachandra went to the Gadi on 9th of 
November, 1873 at the age of fourteen. He was 
very fond of Sanskrit Culture and set up a 
Sanskrit toll at Talcher. His court was adorned by 
many Sanskrit scholars everyday in the evening. 
He had compiled a book on History of India 
entitled 'Bharatara Sankhipta Itihas' which was 
prescribed as a text-book in the middle 
vernacular classes of Orissa. He was also very 
religious minded. 


Being an enlightened ruler, Ramachandra 
started his work of land settlement and 
established a court of judiciary in 1879. Besides 
the accounts section, a Jail, Tauzi, Nizarat, Police 
Stations at Talcher, Srirampore, Kansamunda, 
Bajrakot and Gahami were constructed through 
his efforts. He insisted on regular maintenance 
of records as well as observance of official rules. 
He also established the departments of Public 
Works, Health, Education, Excise and Forest. 
During his time the construction work of the 
Lion's gate of the palace had begun. Besides, a 
hospital, a middle vernacular school and a middle 
girls' school were established. He encouraged 
local self-government and set up a Municipality 
to look after the health and sanitation of Talcher 
town. This town was beautified by construction 
of pucca roads and road avenue plantation. In 
1887 he constructed the Victoria Hall. Circuit 
House, in commemoration of the Diamond 
Jubilee celebration of Queen Victoria. He died in 
1891 and was succeeded by his adopted son 
Kishore Chandra who was a minor at that time. 
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Kishore Chandra was invested with full ruling 
powers on the 9th June, 1901. He was proficient 
in the art of music, both vocal and instrumental. 
He had established the George Hospital, a High 
English School, a girls’ middle School and an 
Elementary Training School. He introduced a 
legislative body called Byabasta Parishad and 
nominated three Councillors to run the 
administration. He himself was the President and 
his youngest son who was the Dewan became 
the Vice-President of the Council. His eldest son 
was the Session Judge. He had established a 
Dharmadikshya Court to dispose cases relating 
to religious matters. He beautified the town by 
erecting many gateways in different places. The 
royal palatial building and the lion's gate built 
during his period still remain today and are 
greatly appreciated by visitors. A natural zoo 
called the ‘Rani Park’ was an important pleasure 
garden covering an area of 5 sq. miles which 
attracted many outsiders to the state. 
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For transport and communication Kishore 
Chandra built many roads and bridges. A railway 
line was constructed from Cuttack to Talcher coal 
mines in,1925. Besides he had set up Post and 
Telegraph Offices, Children's Park, play ground, 
recreation club, etc. inside the state. He was also 
a good hunter and a writer in Oriya too. he 
established a printing press known as Kishore 
Press from which a weekly called 'Gadajat Basini’ 
was published. He had presided over the Utkal 
Sammilani in its Balasore Session in 1906. He 
died on 7th November, 1945. 


Hrudaya Chandra was the eldest son of 
Kishore Chandra and ruled only for two years. he 
was a graduate from Ravenshaw College. He was 
the last ruler of this dynansty when this state 
Merged with Orissa on ist January 1948. 


SS 
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